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Mr. FOOTE. The Senator from South Caro- | country. There has never been such a political 
lina said there should be such a provision in the |, expedient since the commencement of this Gov- 
Constitution as would amount to a veto power in | ernment, or indeed of any other—and there never 
favor of the minority. /can be, When the Government came into opera- 
Mr. CASS. ‘Gentlemen will remember that my | tion, there were six slave and seven nen aleve 
ety xeetaeedes ead ace rosmeuave Hees time is very limited. , || ing States. The majority, therefore, in this Senate 
Cav eto ascertain wheter the great questions at issue || Mr. DOWNS. I trust the Senator will allow || was in proportion then what it is now. There 
tun be setited or not. If you, who represent the stronger || me to finish the sentence that I have commenced. || was of course no sectional equality, and if a dis- 
jon cannot agree to settle them on the broad principle || Without going into a minute analysis of the speech || position had been felt to oppress the South, it 
of jastice and duty, nye and tet a we both repre- |/ of the honorable Senator from South Carolina, I say || could have been as easily indulged by the North- 
ae eee ee ‘ now that I did not put the construction upon it || ern statesmen at that day as at this; for if your 
| bave not another word to say, Mr. President. || which is put by the honorable Senator from Michi- equilibrium is not perfect, you have no security 
If these remarks do not justify the conclusion I | gan, and I believe that southern Senators generally || from this new contrived equipoise. If the majority 
have drawn from them, I do not know what can. |) did not. || is disposed to disregard all coustitutional checks, 
Mr. DOWNS. Do I understand the Senator || Mr. BORLAND. As one southern Senator, 1 || and to oppress the minority, that can as well be 
as saying that he understood the Senator from | will say that I did not. done by a small preponderance in the legislature 
South Carolina as asserting that the amendment Mr. DOWNS. _1 know of none that did. | as by a larger one. The security now is just what 
should be made now? } Mr. RUSK. Will the honorable Senator from || it was when the Constitution went from the hands 
Mr. CASS. The Senator from South Carolina, || Michigan allow me simply to say, that I hope the || of its framers. 
in the explanation he gave us, said he did not re- || Senator from Louisiana will not make a construc- | But what kind of equilibrium could be estab- 


unless to do justice, and to perform her duties under | 
the Gonstitation, should be regarded by heras a sacrifice. 
it is time, Senators, that there should be an open and 
ly avowal on all sides, as to what is intended to be done, 
ff the question is not now settled, itis uncertain whether 
ever can herevfter be; and we, as the representatives 
the States of this Union, regarded as governments, should 





ire it to be done now, but that it was indispens- 
avlethat it should be done. Am I not right? 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senator from South Caro- 
jina said, 1 believe, that it would be indispensable | 
ultimately. That, I think, was the word he used. 

Mr. BUTLER. I know it may be expected 
that I should be able to indicate what are the pre- 
cise opinions of my colleague, but I have, in reali- 


ty,no more knowledge of his views, than is, or || anybody but myself; but, so far as I know, or | 


may be, in the possession of any Senator; but I | 
did understand him distinctly to say, so far as I | 
can infer from other sources—I believe it is his | 


opinion—that when the northern States shall have | gan will permit me to add asingle word. I know || 


acquired such a predominating influence in the | 


councils of the nation, that there shall be no secu- || orable Senator’s remark, is the construction that || 
rity for the South against their abuse of power, || was given to it by nearly all the southern mem- |, 
that then there should be inserted in the Constitu- || bers of this body. I could give their names, if i} 
tion some provision by which the minority shall || necessary. I have said so before, and my word || 


have it in their power to avoid becoming a de- 
spised and degraded minority. Sir, that is his 
idea; and I will say in this connection—and | 
endorse his view to this extent—that I[ do not see 
that we have any security in the forbearance of a 
northern majority. I am free to say that I do not 
feel security from that source, because, when I 
hear one gentleman say that he holds to one part | 


of the Constitution and disregards another, accord- || to this time, is the first Senator who has put the || and salutary. 


ing to his conscience, and others come in and say 


tion, or assume to speak for the entire South. We | 


are all here. I do not choose that the Senator 
shall make a construction for me—that 1 can do 
| for myself. I do not choose to enter upon that 
| matter now. I have not investigated the subject; 
| but | hope the Senator will not assume to speak 
| for the whole South. 
Mr. DOWNS. Ido not intend to speak for 


| have heard, the view that I have stated is that 
| taken by the whole South. 
Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from Michi- 


| that the construction which I placed upon the hon- 


is not to be disputed by any body. 
| Mr. DOWNS. 1 did not dispute the assertion 
| of the honorable Senator; but I have a right to 
| speak for myself. 1 have not conversed with the 
| Senator from Texas, nor with any other Senator, 


in regard to it. I do not make it a business to do 


so; but I hear what Senators say to me, and I now | 


| say again, that the Senator from Mississippi, up 


} ° : 
| construction that is now contended for, upon the 


lished? Is every section of this country—North, 
|| South, East, and West—is every interest, manu- 
|| facturing, agricultural, commercial, and mechani- 
|| cal, to be weighed each against the other? Is each 
|| to hold the Government in a state of equipoise? 
|| What it would become in such a case, while in 
|, nominal operation, no man can tell. We can all 
|| tell, however, what it would not do: it would 
leave its great functions unperformed, and would, 
| ere long, die in the affections of the people, as it 
| would be already dead to their interests. Who 
|| ever heard or dreamed of such a Government? I 
believe the Constitution was intended to provide 
|| for every interest; but each must be cultivated 
and protected as the circumstances of the country 
may require, without the vain attempt at mathe- 
matical accuracy in the progress of public affairs, 
In the days of Solomon it was said that there 

| was nothing new under the sun; but I confess, that 
| a perfect equilibrium, for all time and for all inter- 
| ests, be these interests greater or smaller, would be 
| something new. There is a difference of opinion 
| respecting the constitutionality of the Wilmot pro- 
|| viso. The attempt to enforce it is not the result 
of any arbitrary disposition to iniure the South, 

| but arises from a belief that the measure is legal 
These differences of construction 
| are inseparable from human language; and he who 


| 


that they will break it down, so far as they under- || speech of the distinguished Senator from South || expects to prepare a written constitution, pagel 
snd its provisions, what security have we forthe || Carolina. I speak of what 1 know. It is true, I || with it universal concurrence of opinion, in all ite 


preservation of our rights, unless we have some- 


| may be mistaken; but I do not coincide in that || constructions, indulges a chimera as wild as ever 


thing to rely upon by way of a veto? || construction, and I believe there are many from || pemone itself to any man, sleeping or waking. 


My colleague has not intimated that the Union | 
may not continue for many years to come; but 
what sort of Union is it, by which we are bound | 
together, when the elements of strife are intro- 
duced here every day? He has always adhered 
tothe Union, and he wishes to restore to it the 
elements of its prosperity, by producing harmony 
and conciliation; and they are attained by the 
North doing justice and conceding to the South 
anequal right in the acquired territory, by com- 
plying with the requisitions of the Constitution in 
relation to the delivery of fugitive slaves, and by 
ceasing the agitation of the slave question, and by 
providing for the insertion of some provision in 
the Conatitution which will give to the South some 
fecurity that her rights will be respected. 

- DOWNS. With the permission of the 
norable Senator, I will state that I believe it was 
hot understood, without going minutely into the 
views expressed by the Senator from South Caro- 
ina, that L believe he was not understood by 
‘outhern members. of this body generally in the 
sense in which the honorable Senator from Michi- 
understood him. I certainly did not so un- 





ern Senator did. 


Mr. FOOTE. I understand now, from the ex- 
tion that has been given by the colleague 


it ble Senator from South Carolina, that 
8 the opinion of both these emen that an 
Dent to the Constitution is indiepensable. 
i — Senator from Louisiana doubt that such 
IF opinion ? 
r- DOWNS. I did not so understand the 
gentleman, 
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' the South who do hot. 


| Mr. CASS. May I be permitted to say that I 


must request Senators no longer to interrupt me. | 


| | hope I shall be allowed to go on, as my time is 
| short, and I will finish what I have to say in a 
| very few minutes. I am generally quite accom- 
| modating, but upon this occasion I must insist that 
| there be no more interruptions. 
| I am not going to dwell upon this point of con- 
struction. God knows I have not the slightest 
wish to misrepresent the opinions or the objects of 
the Senator. Ihave only to say, that any man who 
reads the speech must come to the same conclu- 
sion, that, in the opinion of the Senator, the dis- 
| solution of the Union, if not altogether, was al- 
| most inevitable. When I alluded to this subject 
| yesterday, saying that, agreeably to the views of 
| the Senator from South Carolina, if the amend- 
| ment of the Constitution did not take place now, 
**it would be fatal to the country,’’ the honorable 
| Senator answered ‘‘certainly it will in the end.” 
| The Senator says expressly, in his speech, the 
amendment must be made now. Yesterday he ex- 
| plained, and | took his explanation with the great- 





him, and I am not aware that any south-.|| est pleasure—that he conceives an amendment 
|| necessary to be made, but that he does not con- || 


| ceive it is necessery to be done now. That isall I 


of || have to say in regard to this matter. What, then, 


| is the avowed object of the Senator from South 
| Carolina? He says he seeks to establish an equi- 
| libriam in this Government. I do not know pre- 
| cisely what is meant by an equilibrium in a Gov- 
| ernment. Ido not know in what way legislation 
| is to be exactly weighed or measured, with refer- 


ask, sir, when did the North seek to injure the 
\| South, or when did the South seek to injure the 
|| North, in the mere wantonness of oppression? 
'| This charge of sectional rivalry, | know, has been 
} a fruitful theme of discussion among the political 
| parties of the day, but it has no real foundation in 
‘the progress of our history. We have gone on, 
|| sir, increasing in power, in all the elements of 
|| prosperity, with a rapidity unknown among the 
| nations of the earth. The charge, indeed, is not 
'new—it goes back to the days of Mr. Jefferson. 
|| When the aggressions of England required coun- 
|, teracting measures to be adopted by this country, 
| non-intercourse, and the embargo, and finally war, 
| were resorted to in defence of the rights and the 
| independence of the country. At that time a 
| powerful party in the eastern States desired to 
They said then, as is 





| secede from the Union. 
| said now, There is a sectional majority against us; 

they disregard our rights and destroy our intereats; 
/ and we wa go out from amongthem. There was 
| not an argument used then which is not used now; 
nor a measure proposed which is not now proposed. 
There are some of us yet here who were living at 
that period, and participated in these events; and 
the younger generation well know that these facts 
| stand prominently forward in the history of their 








country. 
Sir, the objection of the Senator from South 
' Carolina is repeated here to-day by his colleague, 
| and it amounts to this: that if you give power to 
| a government, it may be abu So it may; and 
| I should like to see the Government where power 
| cannot be abused. . It would be another new thing 


ence to the various sections or interests of the || under the sun. We may all suppose cases of ex- 
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treme oppression, where a State would be justified 
before the world in resisting the acts of a majority, | 
and in seceding from this Union or from any other. 

We can all suppose such a case; but sufficient | 
unto the day is the evil thereof; and when that 
evil day comes, let those who have the responsi- 








bility, act upon it, and decide for themselves and 


for their, posterity. There has generally been a | 
sound phblic opinion existing in our country. | 
Wisdom and patriotism are found in both houses 
of Congress, as well as in the State legislatures, 
whose influence is everywhere felt and appreciated; | 





and these are salutary checks against the abuse of 
power. And we happily possess another institu- | 
tion—the Supreme Court—which contributes its 

full share to the et 
are nine men, advanced in years, with neither the 

power of the sword nor the purse, whose de- | 
cisions are received with confidence, and obeyed 
with alacrity, from one end of this broad Republic 
to the other. It is an oasis in the desert of poli- 
tics—-a green spot for the eye to rest upon—it is | 
a tribunal of which we may all be proud. There | 
is none higher upon the face of the earth. By | 
their ability, their dignity, their impartiality, their | 
unimpeached probity, the judges have won the 
respect of their countrymen; and besides the per- | 
formance of their judicial functions, they every- | 
where exert a salutary influence upon public opin- 
ion. Itis refreshing to leave these chambers of | 
discussion and dissension, and to enter the hall | 





with which the high interests of the community || 
are there considered and determined. 
Sir, at the last session of that Court a sublime | 
moral spectacle was presented, of which every | 
American may justly be proud. One of the great- | 
est States of this Union appeared at the bar and | 
made itself a party, asking the Court to judge its || 
cause, and to remove certain impediments to the | 
navigation of the Ohio river, which were considered | 
an injury by the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- | 
nia. Yes, like an individual, that State asked the 
Court to sit in judgment upon the cause, and to 
direct the impediments to be removed. Who || 
would witness such a spectacle if this Union were | 
dissolved? Differences like this would then be 
adjusted, not by reason, but by the strong hand. 
Another similar scene passed in the same place a 


| this point, nor to investigate the course necessary 


of our institutions. There || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








| to pursue in the event of collisions of opinion be- 
tween the General and State Governments. That 
| see be determined by events as they arise. I 
'merely allude to these topics briefly, in order, by 
| ascertaining the evils supposed to exist by the 
Senator from South Carulina, to ascertain the na- 
| ture of the remedy he is desirous of applying to 
\them. He is seeking a constitutional remedy, 

| which shall produce an equilibrium, by which the 

| rights of every section and of every interest of 


|| the country can be preserved from aggréssion. 


| The South is not the only section which is liable 
tooppression. There are also the East, the West, 
| and the remote West, which may have the same 
| cause of complaint; and the various interests | 
| have — enumerated may, in like manner, 
each demand peculiar protection. There is to be 
some controlling principle within the Constitution 
by which its operations may be regulated when 
these several sections or interests may consider 
their rights assailed or endangered; for I do not 
suppose the honorable Senator is so local in his 
views as to propose a remedy which shall not be 
applicable, under similar circumstances, to every 
portion of the country. And that remedy is an 
equilibrium, as it is called, which, when translated 


| into English, means a plan by which a sectional 


minority may, at its pleasure, control or suspend 
the operations of the Government. I have already 


ta é | said, that the general plan is more easily ascer- 
below as, and mark the tranquillity and wisdom || 


tained, than the specific details. Well, sir, such 


| an equilibrium, instead of being a balance-wheel, 


| would be a check-wheel—it would stop the whole 
operations of the Government—it would, in fact, 
place it under the control of a minority. 

Now, sir, these minority Governments are not 


| new in the world; they have existed since the 


institution of civil society, and will continue, I 
suppose, until it is terminated. There are many 
of them found in Europe, and in other quarters of 
the world. There is one at St. Petersburg, another 
at Constantinople, and another at Vienna; and 
these Governments take very good care of the rights 
of the minority; but-I do not see the advantage of 
the plan, for I believe the rights of the majority 
are very little regarded—at any rate, such is the 


|| opinion of the Poles and of the Hungarians, and 


of many an oppressed people beside. It is all 





short time since, when two States, members of 
this Confederacy, disputing about their bounda- 
ries, asked this court to decide between them; 
and the court did decide; and I understand the 
line they fixed, is now running by commissioners 
armed only with a slip of paper, and through a 
country heretofore highly excited by this ques- 
tion, but now calm and satisfied, leaving the sur- 
veyors to perform their duty with as much safety 
as if protected by all the force of the Republic. 
Such lines elsewhere are run by armies, and 
marked by the sword. Thus it will be seen that 
our Government has a mode of settling difficul- 
ties—a constitutional mode—that ought to com- 
mand the assent of all. 

I do not deny that there may be great political 
cases where this court con have no jurisdiction. | 
When such cases arise, | trust a peaceable remedy | 
will be found for their adjustment. 1 leave that 
to time and events. Itis one of national charac- 


teristics to neglect our immediate advantages, and || 


to look forward to some great calamity, which is 
to overtake us after the lapse of centuries. 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Cat- 
ron] has not stated the amendment by which he 
proposes to secure the equilibrium of the Govern- 
ment. There are, however, two indications in his 
speech which leave but little doubt as to the nature 
of the remedy, though its details must of course 
be conjecturat. He pointed out two difficulties in 
the operations of the Government, which it would 
be necessary to obviate: 

First, that it claimed to use force in order to 
carry into effect the powers it felt authorized to 
exercise. Well, sir, what Government exists, or 
ever existed, which does not use force? Human 
beings are influenced by hope and fear, (I leave 
higher considerations out of view in this discus- | 
sion,) and, as no Government is rich enough to buy | 
obedience, it must compel it by force. 

The second difficulty is, that the Government 
assumes to judge of the extent of its own powers. 
It does so, and necessarily; and so must every 
other Government, in a greater or less degree. | 
do not propose to enter into any argument upon | 





| Mr. BUTLER. I 


idle, sir, to talk of such a plan. Provide proper 
checks and limitations for all sections and interests 
as a just foresight may require; but after this is 
done by the Constitution, the Government must be 
conducted agreeably to the will of a majority, 
unless you choose to entrust your rights to a sin- 
gle man, and thus establish a despotism. That, I 
suppose, is the perfection of a minority Govern- 
ment. No intellect, however profound, can give 
| plausibility to such a scheme,,or obviate the in- 
superable difficulties which would present them- 
selves in any political organization thus strangely 
constituted. ‘The machine would stop by its own 
inherent arrangements. Such minorities would, 
in fact, become majorities, controlling public affairs 
at their pleasure. 

Mr. President, I will terminate my remarks as 
speedily as possible, and 1 trust the Senate will 
bear with mea little longer. There are one or two 
| circumstances, alluded to by the Senator from 
| South Carolina, which I desire to notice, and which 
appears to me not a littleextraordinary. I hold in 
one hand the speech of the Senator from South 
Carolina, and in the other the speech of a gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens, | delivered 
the other day in the House of Representatives—a 
gentleman who, in all his opinions upon the sub- 
| ject before us, so far as we know, is directly the 
opposite of the Senator from South Carolina—ay, 
| as far as the antipodes—as far asunder as the poles. 
| The bane and antidote are both before me. The distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolina says, in that 
speech, that this Government iz one as absolute as 
that of the Autocrat of Russia. The expression 
is strong, and I will read it from the speech, so 
that I may not be accused of misrepresentation: 

« What was once a constitutional Federal Republic, is 


now converted in reality into one as absolute as that of the 
Autocrat of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency as any 





|| absolute Gavernment that everexisted.”’ 


Mr. BUTLER. Who says that? 
| Mr. CASS. Your colleague, the distinguished 
| Senator from South Carolina. 


thought you were reading 
| from another speech. 9 
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Mr. CASS. No, sir; from the speect 
colleague. He says, that this is as taet net 
Government on the face of the earth, Weil 
the Representative from Pennsylvania reitera: an 
similar sentiment, and speaks of this Govern om 
asa despotic one. All this shows how has on 
tremes meet in this world; and it is not Glen 
cnrious that both these gentlemen, in the “mag 
tion of their views, ,refer to the Autocrat of 2. 

ia. Us. 

We lose all our confidence in the force of | 
guage, and in the authority of years and intelleer 
when such extravagant assertions are presented 
us. Is there a man in this broad land, who bins 
not know, and feel instinctively, that he js free 
And yet he is told seriously—not in an extempo. 
raneous debate, such as we are now engaged jy, 
when no man should be held to a rigid account, 
ability for his expressions—but in a prepared 
speech, written and printed before its delivery 
and laid upon our tables immediately after—anq | 
believe, sent through all parts of our country ¢o. 
temporaneously—we are told, I say, that this js 
the most despotic Government on the face of the 
earth! And who tells us so? One of the mog, 
distinguished men of this country—a man who hes 
rendered her important services, and occupied hig) 
places in her councils, for more than one-third of 4 
century—possessing the highest intellect and yy. 
spotted integrity, and who has won a world-wide 
reputation! What will be thought and said of 
this in Europe—in republican Europe—in mop. 
archical Europe? Why, sir, it is on its way to 
Siberia already. It will be transferred into ever, 
paper on the eastern continent, and even the §). 
berian will be admonished, that he lives under a 
paternal Government far better than that despotic 
demoeracy, nicknamed the Pattern Republic, on 
the other shore of the Atlantic—thus characterized 
by one of its most renowned citizens ani highest 
officers. All this does serious injury to the cause 
of freedom throughout the world. Out of our own 
mouths are we condemned. Let an American go 
to Europe, and if he come back, and does not 
say that this is not the worst Government on 
earth—nay, if he does not say it is the best—let 
his countrymen distrust him. His head or heart 
is wrong—probably both. Another word, and | 
abandon this topic. 

Mr. President, | am going to give one proof— 
one irrefragible proof, that will not be contradicted, 
and which, indeed, admits of no contradiction— 
that this, instead of being the most despotic, is the 
freest, Government in the world. 1 ask every one 
in the Senate chamber, actor or auditor, whether, 
under any other Government now in existence— 
be it a constitutional monarchy, an aristocracy, a 
democracy, or a despotism—if such a speech as 
that we heard from the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, could be delivered with impunity? That is 
the question I ask. Go to Europe, to Asia, to 
Africa, for an answer, if you need one. He who 
should make such an experiment in St. Peters- 
burg, would find himself on the road to Siberia 
in half an hour; and in Constantinople, he would 
find the bow-string around his neck in the same 
time. In England, it would send him to Australia, 
where many a good man has been transported for 
language less significant. There is not a country 
on the face of the earth, where a man could makr 
such a speech with impunity. I thank God thei 
this is so, and that a man may say here what he 
pleases, and as he pleases. e may assail (he 
Government with perfect safety, its principles, i 
practices, and its tendencies; and there is no one's 
make him afraid. All this but provokes inves! 
gation, and the more our institutions are invest! 
gated, the stronger will they become in the hearts 
of the people, who will continue to love the Gor 
ernment, which has given them a greater measur 
of presperity than any other people ever enjoyth 
sad will support and defend it against all assault 
Such sentiments never struck my ear before in ths 
high place, and 1 trust I may never hear 
again. 

There is another subject to which I must allate. 
Almost at the time the Senator from South Cart 
lina was endeavoring to show how the North he! 
injured and oppressed the South, and how ‘* 
Government, or rather the majority, had gone 
to assume despotic power—almost at that very 
time, a distinguished member from Virginia, " 
the House of Representatives, [Mr. Meavt,) on 
placing in singular contrast, the authority ¥) 
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the South had gained and exercised over the Gov- | of the wish he had announced. | now answer his 
ernment of the country. question in its modified form. I would not take 
« Though we have * ms yoy i ~ in ee the eae of the act, a ns anne its 
wion for fifty years, yet, during greater part of ¢ | spirit i resented in terms applicable to this case. 
chav managed t0 control the destinies of the Union. || When oo of the Sgieneerk compromise, I 
Whether on the battle-field, or in the council, the sons of || raf ij tb hich th : 
tne South have taken the lead; and the records of the || Spoke of it as an arrangemen) by which the terri- 
tation afford ample testimony of their superior energy and || tory was divided between the slaveholding and the 
ius.” || non-slaveholding interests; I spoke in reference to | 
Well, sir, put this and this together, and then we 
ge who is right. I state the facts. I leave these || gave to each a portion. I have always been ready 
ntlemen to settle their own controversy. I do || to rebuke that mean spirit that would evade its 
not deny—no man is more ready than I am to ac- || true meaning by a delusive adherence to its words. i] 
knowledge—the obligations we owe totheSouth,to || 1 would not take the compromise in the terms || 
Washington, to Jefferson, to Madison, to Monroe, |, by which it was applied to the remaining part of || 
«o Jackson, and to the distinguished men the South | the territory acquired under the name of Louisi- 
has sent here to preside over the Executive de- || ana. I would not take it as applied to ‘Texas, 
atment of the Government, or to assist in its || when that State was admitted into the Union, be- 
erations. They bave won intperishable fame | cause the circumstances of both were different || 
for themselves, and imperishable honor for their || from those of the Mexican territory; but I would || 
country. [accord to them the full meed of praise, || take it, if made applicable to the existing case, and || 
for | have no sectional feeling to interfere with my || extended to the Pacific. I considered that, when || 
cense of justice, and I love the South as well as || the Senate had yesterday voted to receive petitions || 
the North or West. 1 have been so much of a aud to refer them to committees, to consider upon || 
wanderer, during my life, that sectional feeling is 1 the power of this Government over slavery in the || 
absorbed in a general one, and I love my country, || territories, over slavery in the District of Colum- || 
and my whole country, with equal ardor. Abroad, || bia, and over the future admission of slave States, 
it is the name of American which inspires honor || we had taken one great step in advance, and one 
and confidence, and not the name of Virginian, or || which should awaken the apprehension of the 
Pennsylvanian, or any other less eminent in our || South; and when, in close connection with this 
country. I repeat, that southern statesmen, when || action of the Senate, followed the remark of the 
conducting our affairs, have conducted them with | honorable Senator from Michigan, that the Mis- || 
avility and success; and the best proof of this: is || souri compromise could not be extended to the || 
the prosperity we enjoy, and the proud eminence | recent acquisitions from Mexico, I looked upon it 
we have attained. as a conjunction in our political firmament, which 
| desire to refer to another fact. The distin- || boded evil to those likely to be destroyed by the || 
guished Senator from South Carolina speaks of the || joint attraction of these planets. It was there- | 
disastrous effects of the Union upon the material || fore that | spoke of the declaration as a thing to | 
interests of the South, while the Senator from || be noted—marked as the foreshadow of an event. \ 
Louisiana [Mr. Downs] endeavored to prove, the || If we are not to have non-intervention, the right 
other day, that in all the elements of prosperity || to go into these territories and there claim what- || 
the South were better off than the North. Let || ever may be decided to be ours by the decree of 
any man who will, reconcile these differences if | nature—if we are to be debarred from acquiring— 
hecan. Itisaneffort I shal! not undertake. I | by emigration, by enterprise, by adventure, by || 
think it proves to the satisfaction of every moder- | toil, and labor—equally with others, from the |) 
ate man that the whole matter is greatly exagger- || common domain of the Union—if we are to be |) 
ated, and that expressions are used, and facts as- || forbidden to use the commons belonging to the | 
sembled together—sometimes indeed in an impos- || common field, of which we are joint owners—if, || 
ing form—which furnish no justification for the || in addition to all this, we are told that no division || 
serious conclusions presented to the country. But, || can be made—that all of that which we owe in | 
sir, instead of depreciating one section and exalt- || common must finally become the exclusive prop- | 
ing another, let us all join together to thank that || erty of the other partners—in truth, sir, we are | 
God who enabled our fathers to assert their rights, || rapidly approaching to that state of things con- 
and who, we may humbly hope, will enable their || templated by the Senator from South Carolina, | 
sons, if they are not struck by judicial blindness, || [Mr. Carnoun,] when, without an amendment of | 
tomaintain them, and to transmit them, unimpaired, || the Constitution, the rights of the minority will be 
to their posterity. —__ | held at the mercy of the majority. Give us our || 
Mr. DAVIS, of eaten rights under the Constitution—the Constitution || 
the honorable Senator from Mic | fairly construed—and we are content to take our 
chance, as our fathers did, for the maintenance of 
position in the Union. We are content to hold 
on to the old compact; and, as we believe in the | 
merits of our own institutions, we are willing to | 
trust to time and fair opportunity for the working | 
eut of our own salvation. 
cluded, by Congressional legislation, from joint | 
possession on the one hand, and denied every com- | 
promise which, by division, would give us a share | 
on the other—neither permitted to an equality of | 
possession as a right, nor a divided occupation as | 
a settlement, between proprietors—I| ask what is 
the hope which remains to those who are already 
in a minority in this Confederacy? What do we | 
gain by having a written Constitution, if sectional | 
ride or sectional hate can bend it, as passion, or | 
interest, or caprice may dictate? What do we | 
gain by having a Government, based upon this | 
written Constitution, if, in truth, the rights of the | 
minority are held in abeyance to the will of the 
majority? And now, | ask the Senator from 
Michigan a question: Will he not, under the crisis | 
which hangs upon the fate of the country—will he | 
not support the Missouri compromise—the spirit 
of the compromise—for a division of the territories 
between the two intereats of the Confederacy ? 
Mr. CASS. I will answer the Senator. [spoke 
of the Missouri compromise, which established a 
line that ran through a country in which slavery 
existed, and which declared that slavery should be 
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I understand that 
higan expressed a 


wish to ask me a question. 

Mr.CASS. Yes, sir. 1 wished to ask the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi if he would vote 
for the Missouri compromise ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will answer the 
Senator from Michigan with great pleasure. I 
have stated on several occasions that | would take 
the Missouri compromise. This I have said de- 
liberatel y and decidedly, on several occasions, and 
explained at some length in a recent speech on the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky. [I have 
slated that I considered it as an ultimatum, less 
than I believed to be the rights of the South, but 
which | would accept, to stop the agitation which 
now disturbs and endangers the Union. 

Mr. CASS. As I had a conversation with the 
Senator on this subject in the morning, | supposed 
he understood the precise object | had in view. As 
this, however, ap not to be the case, I will 
ask him if he would accept the Missouri compro- 
mise, as it was regulated by the statute providing 
for the admission of Missouri into the Union? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understood the 

nator, in a conversation this morning, to make 
that inquiry. then told him thatI would not. I 
how answer before the Senate, No. To meet this 
inquiry, I waited in the Senate chamber, expecting 
: t he would, at the expiration of the morni 
hm address the Senate; but, as he did not, I le 
here, (when the Senator from [Illinois was address- 








ne the Senate,) to answer a summons to seea sick || excluded north of that line, and left the country 
en I returned a few minutes, as I was in- || south of it as it found it, to continue slavery or to 
ormed, after the Senator from Michigan com- || exclude it, as the people might judge best. I say 


menced his address, and learned that he had signi- 
& wish toask mea question. It seemed to me 
Proper to remind him, at the close of his remarks, 


that my doctrine for the whole territory is non- 
intervention. 
Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) 1 prefer that, too. 
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| the result—the intent of that compromise—which || th 


| wise. 


| That is, | think, the true doctrine. 
maintained it, and unless | change greatly, | shall 
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Mr. CASS. I agree, therefore, with the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi. I say that this Government 
has no right to interfere with the institution of 
slavery in the territories; and I say, if the South 
think they have rights there under the Constitu- 
tion, in God’s name, let the Supreme Court deter- 
mine the question. No one can object to that. 
Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) But we cannot get 


ere. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not know that. I think other- 
1 would observe, and the Senate will re- 
member, that the point in issue was the Missouri 
compromise; and now I understand the Senator 
from Mississippi would not vote for that measure 
unless it was accompanied with the declaration 
that slavery should, or may, or does, exist south 
of the line. Do I understand him aright? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 have several 
times had occasion to explain that point, which 
has been attacked by gentlemen of the North as 
an inadmissible claim. I will agree to the draw- 
ing of the line 36° 30’ through the territories ac- 

utred from Mexico, with this condition, that in 
the same degree as slavery is prohibited north of 
that line, it shall be permitted to enter south of the 
line; and that the States which may be admitied 
into the Union shall come in under such constitu- 
tions as they think proper to form. 
Mr. CASS. With respect to the last point, I 


| imagine there would be no diiference between us. 


With respect to the other, the proposition is inter- 
vention north, and non-intervention south of the 
line, without conferring any rights on the South. 
It would be of no practical utility whatever to 
that section of country, unless accompanied by 
some legislative declaration on the subject. I re- 
peat the belief, that we have no authority to say 
that slavery shall or shall not exist in the territo- 
ries of the United States. It is a matter to be left 
wholly to the people of the country to decide. 
I have ever 


abide by it. we 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator does 
not exactly comprehend my meaning. He and I 
do not differ much as to the powers of Congress 
over the territories. The difference between the 
honorable Senator and myself seems to begin just 
where he ceases to answer. I say that if we can- 
not be permitted, free from Congressional inter- 
ference, to go into these territories, and test our 
rights, and opportunities under the Constitution 
and by the law of nature, and before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, shall this agitation 
continue—shall this. sectional strife be unas- 
suaged? Will not the Senator, like myself, come 
down in this stage of the question, and take less 
than his own standard—take the Missourt com- 
promise in terms adapted to these territories ? 

Mr. CASS. What | would do to save this 
Union from dissolution, if dissolution were im- 
pending over it, and to be averted only by one 
course of action, it is difficult to say. | would do 


If we are to be ex- || almost anything. 


I desire to advert to another topic, and that is, 
one relating personally to myself. | need not re- 
mind the Senate, that within a short time | have 
assed through a very severe ordeal for any man. 
ssid, and I said truly, when the Senator from 
Kentucky remarked, a few days since, he was the 
best abused man in the country, that he was so 
with one exception. That exception my modesty 
orevents me from naming. During that campaign 
i was silent, and left the falsehoods which in this 
country seem to belong to such a contest, to serve 
out their purpose, and then to die; but when 
these things are resuscitated and repeated here, or 
in the other branch of the National Legislature, I 
choose to defend myself. [ am not now ina po~ 
sition which precludes me from the exercise of 
that right, and [ will exercise it in my place, 
when the nature of the assault, or the standing of 

the assailant, may render this necessary. | owe 
this duty to my constituents, by whose favor | am 
here, not less than to myself. A gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Stanxy] said, in the House 
of Representatives a few days since, that ‘ Taylor 
beat Cass, who thanked God he never owned a 
slave,” &c. I never said this; it is one of the 
unfounded stories, whose functions having been 
fulfilled, is thus suddenly called from its resting- 
place, for some purpose, I know not why. kt is 
an expression I neverused—-it conveys a meaning 
Lutterly disavow. Ido not arraign the motives 
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ing God that I am better than the men of the 
South, and free from offences which they commit. 


A 


habits. 


| this is as contrary to my feelings as to my 


or at any other time. 


single Senator on this floor will condenan my | regard to the measures proper to be adopted at the 
course, | will then confess that this charge ia not || present crisis; but one thing is certain, that I am 


as wholly groundless as it appears to me. 


While I was in France, itis well known that |! to be always hereafter. Sir, | hold in my hand a } 


Great Britain had formed hr by which she in- 


tended to gain the comman 


of the seas. There 
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of the gentleman who has thus arraigned me; he 
had heard the story, and, | presume, believed it; | 
but he should have ascertained the facts, before | 
he thus summoned me—not in the heat of an ex- | 
ted contest, but in the cool hours of legislation— | common country and its institutions. 
to the bar of the House of Representatives, and, | 
in effect, to the bar of the country. ‘The charge, 
r, places me in the position of a Pharisee, thank- | 


I cast no reflections upon the South then, | 


} 
| 
: . . . : ight. These were exciti bjects. 
What i said and did, I will now state, and if a || advance of the South generally, or the reverse, in | tee’ were counpromined. "The sceeed Cnet Miticaty, 


| 


is no secret about this now, and it has been openly | 


avowed. 


P 


Her object was, undgr the pretext of | 
utting an end to the slave-trade, to board our |) 


vessels, which would have been followed by the 
imprisonment of our seamen, and other acts of | 
aggression incident to hernaval superiority. My 
friend, Mr. Stevenson, was then our representative 
in London. Itis the first and great duty of an 
American minister abroad, when the rights of his 
country are assailed, to assert and defend them. 
Mr. Stevenson did so in an able and fearless man- | 
ner, in a correspondence marked with signal abil- 


1t 


y- Daring the progress of the controversy, the 


public mind in England became much excited, and 


there was a strong effort made to connect the con- || 
tinuance of the slave-trade with the condition of || 


slavery in our country, as though the former were 
essential to the latter. All the tirades against 
slavery we sometimes hear at home, were poured 
out there. 


The Senator from Massachusetts, in his elo- 


quent speech the other day, spoke of a Congres- 
sjonal and an American vocabulary; but I can tell 
him there is such a thing as an English and a 
Parliamentary vocabulary, and | have never heard 
@ worse one, when circumstances call it out, on | 
this side of Billingsgate. Well, sir, my friend | 
Mr. Stevenson received his full share of these 
choice compliments. What was said? Why, that 


h 


e was a slaveholder and a slavebreeder, and there- 


‘| allow me to introduce to honorable Senators the 


fore his testimony was discredited and worthless; | 


that he was an interested witness, and not to be || 
believed; and all this produced its effect upon the || 
excited temperament of the English people. When | 


it 


came to my turn to take part in the defence of 


my country, | explained my views in a pamphlet, 
from which I will read an extract : 
** A® to the status of slavery itself, it were idle to contend | 


it 
is 


is egal by the common consent of mankind. It has ex- 
ted since the earliest ages of the world, and there is prob- 


ably no nation, ancient or modern, among whom it has not 
been known. By some it has been abolished, and where it 
~ survives, We hope its condition has been meliorated, 


pm 


ar 


hia is certainly true of the United States. A general dis 


sition is gaining ground to improve the situation of this | 
unfortunate class of society. ‘This is felt in the southern | 
States of the American Confederacy as well as elsewhere, 
id be who should judge of the treatment of the slaves in | 
that region, by their treatment in the West India colonies, 
would do the southern planter egregious injustice. * * * | 


“We are no slaveholder—we never have been—we 


and pray for its abolition everywhere, where this can be 
effected justly, and peaceably, and safely for both patties. 


K 


and ruin,into a peaceful community, to push on the accom. | 


ut we would not carry fire, aed devastation, and murder, 


“never shall be. We deprecate its existence in principle, | 


plishment of the object. But, after having visited the three | 
quarters of the old continent, we say, before God and the | 
world, that we have seen far more, and more frightful 

misery, since we landed in Europe—and we have not visit- | 
ed Ireland yet—than we have seen among this class of peat | 


pi 


e in the United States. Whatever may be said, there is 


much of the patriarchal relation between the sorghern | 
planter and the slave. Aud as to the physical distress, | 
hich is seen in Europe, resulting from a want of food, and | 


w 


from exposure to a rigorous winter, without adequate cloth- | , have been prosperous and happy under a free Government, 


ing, we believe it to be so rare as not to form a just element 


in the consideration of this matter. But the subject of the || 


emancipation of two millions and a half of human beings, 
living among anoth: r population, of different race and color, 
and with different habits and feelings, is one of the gravest 
questions which can be submitted to society to solve. It 
ean he safely left only to those who are to be so seriously 
affected by it; and there it is left by the Constitution of the 
United States. It is a matter with which the General Gov- 


dition of American slave 
for which 1 am now condemed in the House of || 
Representatives. Why did I speak thus? For 
the purpose of showing that | was a disinterested 
witness, and that my statements were not subject 


ernment has no concern.” 


Phere is the testimony which I bore to the con- 


| 
| 


|| document, from which I intend to read an extract | 







a i oo eecdees oar eae of falne bam 

S : . || ity. Met zht to do so Was unques*ionable, j 
oe j Here I ae = Sree he de charity it should be asserted without inflicting resent 
ence, and leave gentiemen from the South to as- || stings to our sensibilities. The entire independence of 4” 
sail me for my assault upon that section of our |} States was achieved by the most memorable Strugg! _ 
history records. They were se te and independe ® that 


; _ || ereignties, and first united under articles of confeda ee” 
Mr. FOOTE. I had intended to-day, had I en- || py.te articles w. re detective, taalaty in not having 


| joyed a favorable opportunity of doing so, to make \| vided proper means for raising a revenue, and in no.” 
a few remarks explanatory of my own attitude in || Congress sufficient power to regulate commerce. Thess 
reference to the questions under discussion; but || defects ee ys to — Constitution. In the ¢,,. 
| the Senate will perceive that it is too late to do so | oat power’ ‘The east Wied teed le 44 iM politi. 
now. I will state in general terms, what I came || their equality of power—the slaveholding Gees wanes 
here prepared to show. I may be in error or not, willing to confederate, unless their slaves should be made 
| in regard to the questions referred to; | may bein | 





to the suspicions attempted to be cast upon Mr. || enjoymen 


cal power. The small States were unwiilin 


a basis of representation, and the owners secured ip their 


they were compromised. The second section of the fi 
article provides, that Representatives and direct taxes shone 
be apportioned according to numbers, to be ascertained he 
adding three-fifths of the slaves to the number of White. 
The second section of the fourth article provides for rec a" 
turing slaves escaping into those States where slavery , | 
notexist. In these provisions we have an acknowledginent 
or two, which I am sure will be listened to with || of the existence of slavery, and a guaranty forits protection 
as the basis of representation and as property. The consti. 
|| tution did not create property in slaves. Such right exisiy 4 
y,8 1 " G far || anterior to, and above, the Constitution. As slaves Wele 
more edifying than anything which I could origin- | owned in many of the States, they would not, ofcourse, hay. 
\} 
} 


perfectly in unison with my own State, as I hope 
ap. 


i ; ; ; | entered i. tothe Confederacy onsch terms as would we; 
vate. It is the opening address of Chief Justice || t) right of the wane 00 bla. slave. Of diminieh A 


| Sharkey, at the late Mississippi Convention, in || One ofthe great objects of the Constitution was,that itineas 
the proceedings of which originated the grand || in its consequences, protect property by giving protectin, 
scheme of the Nashville Convention; and I beg || and eee re ting te ie wa the States Were 
Series sovereign, they cou 8 der ongress the right \ 
leave simply to say, that hereafter I ae res — control, by legislation, the property of their citizens, Such a 
this address and the resolutions adopted by our || grant of power would have been a complete surrender ot 
' convention, to prove that I have not said a word || sovereignty. A great consolidated Government wonid hiave 
here, during the last four days, in which I was |} tisen up, which wasan evil, of all others, most dread d, and 
2 tustified be matured pablic sentiment at home most rigidly guarded against, by declaring that all power, not 
| Hot Justined vy 7 , _s || expressly granted to Cungress, was reserved to the States or 
and in which I am not likely to be sustained here- || to the people. Hence no power ean be exercised unless i 
after by that high-spirited and patriotic constitu- = ween yoy by = ene ot — of the 
it i ; iG tates and of the people is best preserved by holding Con. 
7 whom it is —. highest ey we cane and to gress stricUy within the limit of the delegated powers, No 
obey. I need not add, sir, that inten to stand | rule of construction can be safe which encroaches upon in 
| by the position of Mississippi, as asserted in the || dividualright:, The right to hold slaves as property, became 
| proceedings of her convention, now and hereafter, || 4 fixed principle, inseparable from the other provisions of 
firmly, faithfully, and fearlessly—neither going to 
| the right nor to the left, to please or displease, to 
| gratify or to affront, any man or set of men, here or 
| elsewhere. 


the Constitution. Indeed, that description of property seen 
Before I proceed to read the extracts promised, 


to have been thought worthy of specific and special protee- 
tion. The Constitution must exist and harmonize in all its 
parts. Every principle it contains is inseparably connected 
together. Itis an entire thing—being the great frame-work 
| of the Government—indissolubly united in all its paris. It 
| would not have been formed without the insertion of every 
| feature; itis an infraction to violate any of them; tue sym- 
| metry is broken. 
| 
' 
| 
| 


distinguished author of the address referred to, the 
honorable William L. Sharkey. It was thus that 
I had occasion lately to write of him, in a commvu- | 
nication addressed to the editors of the Union, in | 
October last, preliminary to this same address, the | 
publication of which I was then soliciting: 


| 
! 
* Wiiliam L. Sharkey has been known for more than | 
twenty years as one of the ablest jurists 1n the southwest- 
ern section of the Republic. He is as remarkable for all 
the virtues which belong to social and domestic life, as he is | 
for legal learning and elevated patriotism. He is distin- | 
guished above most men for sweetness and placidity of tem- 
per, a bland courtesy of manners, and a discreet and cav- | 
tious circumspection and forbearance, under all circumstan- | 
ces of trial and irritation. He has,for many years past, had no | 
particular connection with scenes of political strife, but has 
heen recognized by all who know him as a uniform and in- | 
i 

i 

| 

! 

} 

| 

| 

i 


‘* Notwithstanding this unqualified recognition of proper. 
ty in slaves, and the protection provid. d tor its enj: yment 
as such, itis still contended that Congress may prohibit aud 
abolish it in the territories of the United States. The terri- 
tories are common property, and cannot be appropriated by 


| 

| Congress to'the use ofone portion of the common owners, 
; tothe exclusion of another, Equality of right must, then, 
| prevail; and any act which would destroy that equality, can- 
| not be valid. It is a principle in the kaw of nations, that 
| 
| 
| 
i 


‘all the members of the community have an equal right to 
the use of their Common property? Rules may be pre- 
scribed by the sovereign power, regulating the manner of its 
use, provided they are not inconsistent with that entire 
equality which ought to be preserved. If the sovereign au- 
thority in a State or nation can do nothing which shai pro- 
duce inequality in the enjoyment of the public domain or 
property, surely such authority is not possessed by the 
Federal Government, which has but a limited power. The 
attempt by Congress to prohibit slavery in the Territory of 
California, has caused this meeting. That territory is com- 
mon property. There each citizen of the United States has 
equal rights—is entilled to equal freedom—in the enjoyment 
of the territories. I am proud to say, thatin acquiring il, 
Mississippians display: d as much valor as any other por- 
tion of their brethren in aris, and shed as much blood, in 
proportion to their vumbers, as the citizens of any of the 
States. They were distinguished for their prowess in many 
a hard-fought battle ; but now they are to be told that re- 
strictions must be imposed on their right to enjoy the con- 
quest. Can we—should we—vield the fruits of our valor, 
| The subject of your contemplated deliberations is an || and surrender with it our constitutional right of equality: 
important one—nothing less than a question involving in || Congress cannot deprive us of it, and ought not, if it could— 
its consequences, the liberty of this people—perhaps direct- || cannot say, that if we go, we must leave our property be- 
ly or remotely the liberty of other nations. [ trust that you || hind us, Property constitutes the means of enjoyment and 
will approach it dispassionately—that you will lay aside || to exclude the property of the people of the southern States, 
| your party predilections, and meet it, not as politicians, but || isin effect to exclude the people, and appropriate the coun- 
, as patriots—as statesmen. We had flattered ourselves \| try to the nothern States. Such a power is not possessed by 
' that the capacity of man for self-government was no longer || a Government possessing sovereignty ; it could not be right- 
a subject of doubt. We have boasted of ours, as an exam- |; fully exercised even by a monarchy. The property ot the 
le ofa free Government, based on an enduring foundation. || South consists mo tly in slaves ; and to interdict its use 08 
t trust it may prove so; but events of recent occurrence i! our own soil, would not only be unjust, but an arbitrary Vie- 
seem to forebode danger. The convocation of this assem- || Jation ‘of the Constitution. It is vain to talk of our right to 
bly—the intense interest manifest in every countenance || the territories, if we may be deprived of the means of en- 
here—are proofs that there is cause of alarm. For atime we || joying those rights, The mere soil is nothing; it is the us 
that we may make of it, which renders it valuable. As well 
but that time,in the great history of man, is but a brief |; might Congress interdict the use of any other property there; 
| space—a mere point. ‘The page of history is yet fresh which || if it can exclude a slave, it may exclude a horse or an 0%. 
| records our existence as a nation of freemen. Scar e has | * * * s * . * 
the stain of revolutionary blood, sh: d for liberty, faded from | 
the face of the land, before it has been found necessary for 
the peuple of the South to prepare to check threatened 
' aggression. And whence this danger? No foreign foe 
| threatens us. Our eountrymen—our brothers—are arrayed || there without the authority of a law permitting it. This 
| Against us in civil strife. They seem to forget that they || the doctrine of a class of politicians in our country who look 
are allied to us by the most sacred ties, and to forget || no further than the surface of the law. If this error wel 
the value of the Union. Blinded by the poison of fanati- || confined to politicians, it might be passed over as harmles; 


flexible Whig; and he voted, in the late Presidential elec- 
| tion, for the present Chief Magistrate of the United States, 
' as did precisely one half of the members of the convention 

over which he was, on this occasion, called to preside. 

When all these facts come to be duly considered, it is to be 

hoped that his words of stern remonstrance and solemn 

warning, will not be disregarded by those who love the 

Union, and are desirous that our free institutions shall be 
' perpetuated.” 


So much for the author of the address. Now 
listen, if you please, to the extracts promised :* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 





But in the efforts to exclude our property from thst 
territory, another false doctrine is promulgated, which # 
equally disastrous tous. We are told that, as siavery was 
prohibited by the laws of Mexico, we cannot take slaves 








while in Europe, and || cism, they seek to abridge our constitutional rights in the || put jt is also the doctrine which has been unceremonious’ 





| promulgated by a member of the supreme bench. W* 
| * Mr. Foore, owing to the lateness of the hour, did not || could overlook the groundless fallacies of a few potitielsess 
_ read as much of the Address as is here inserted; but, with || but whun the sanctity of the bench is erted, and its! 

| this brief explanation, we give the entire pertion that was || fluence thrown as an element into exciting - if 
' intended to be read. ' maleontent and strife, there is just ground of complaiv 
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a could be a judicial question in any shape, that wes 


pribanal before whieh it might come. With the de- | 
* the American people would have rested satisfied— 
on would have been restored. It was a great consti- 
pve question, and on such questions, the people of the » 
Taited States have been tanght to look to the decisions of 
ne Supreme Court with veneration; but they have not 
. . accustomed to having them promulgated in advance, 
are startied at thus seeingthem. ‘The effect is almost 


as injurious tous as a decision regularly pronounced, be- | 


cause it has deterred the South from an equal participancy 
ig the territories, while it has emboldened the North to 

rsist in its efforts. It has caused one party to believe that 
it was right, and the other to fear that it was wrong. From 

jiou, it has made the ‘worse appear the better cause ” 
jt is not true, that slavery does not exist in California, al- 
foagh itmay have been prohibited by the laws of Mexico. 
True, the conquering country may permit the municipal | 
jaws of the conquered country to remain in force; but | 


| 





thisis only true of private or strictly municipal laws. It 

is not true as regards political laws. By elementary wril | 
ters, laws are divided nto public and private, or politica- | 
and municipal. Political laws are such as are organic, | 
and confer power and form on the Government. They 
give it vitality as an organized body. These political laws | 
are sometimes reduced to the form of a constitution, which | 


| 
| 


pecomes supreme and paramount to all other laws, either | 


public for private. Our Constitution is the law of our 


being—it is the essence of our Government—it isthe combi- || sive force. 


pation of certain great principles, between each one of | 
which, there isa connection and dependency, and the aggre- | 


: | j j 
gue constitutes a unit. To withdraw or destroy any one of || of slavery, is all that we have claimed. 
them, Would break the entire fabric—it would dop off an || 


essential part of our political power. 
California, it beeame subject to our Constitution—our wi o'e 
Constitution—our Constitution as an entire thing. 
territory did not become subject to part of our Government 
only; but every principle of the Constitution prevailed there 
asan active principle, and superseded, of necessity, what- 
ever was repugnant to any one of them. 
of the rights of the new-comers could be permitted. The 


vested rights of the citizens there, at the time we acquired 


jt, may be protected by a principle not inconsistent with 
this position. The consequence is, that we have a right to 
take our slaves there, beciuse they are our property, se- 
cured to us, as such, by the principles of our paramount 
politeal law. If it were true that slavery was then prohib- 
jted by the laws of Mexico, and could not be established 
there Without positive law, then the Constitution went there 
a mere cripple—but not so. Wherever the stripes and 
stars float over a territory, as an emblem of political domin- 
jon, they rest upon a perfect pedestal—formed by evrey 
principle in the Constitution—indissolubly cemented to- 
gether. As well may it be said, that our Constitution must 
ive place to the established religion of Mexico. 

“How strange it is, that while Congress has no power 
over the subject of slavery, in consequence of an inhibition, 
itshould he contended that the laws of the conquered coun- 
ry should secure a prohibition, and thus triumph over our 
constitutional rights, 

“Thus, as I conceive, stands the question of right; but if 
it were a question of expediency merely, how ungenerous 
theconduct of the North! We are united as a family of 
nations. We may have different local interests, but our 
obligations to each other, require an observance of 
faith, of good feeling, of mutual support, and forbearance. 
With them, it is matter of feeling only—with us, it is a 
question of interest. Are they not prepared to yield their 


feelings and their prejudices, for the sake of protecting our | 


interest? If not, they have forgotten the objects of the 
Union: mutual safety, prosperity, and happiness, dictated 
it. Are they willing to risk all these for the gratification of 
amere imaginary philanthropy? It would seem so. The 
Wilmot proviso is but the entering wedge; that accom- 
plished, and the rest will follow. Emancipation in the 
States is doubtless the ultimate object ; and we have reason 
to fear that at no point short of this will the effort cease. 


The Union must be dissolved, and the. blessings which we | 


enjoy under our Government must become a sacrifice on 
the altar of fanatacism. We must become a degraded:peo- 
ple, or abandon our country to the’ African race. We 
would say to them, Beware! you but rush on to your own 
destruction. 

“Itis a subject of deep regret, that the powerful engine 
of prejudice is arrayed against us. 
ascribed to us, with a view to excite indignation; they 
add insult to injury. We arefheld out as destitute of com- 
mou mercy—degraded, at home and abrogd. The means 
employed are calculated to excite our slave population, and 
endanger our lives. We hope and believe that there are 
still a few at the North, who value the Union, and do not 
engage in this unnatural warfare. Our Union should be so- 
cial as well as political—amity should prevail between the 
different divisions. But the ties that bind us are being daily 
weakened, and the love of the Union diminished. e have 
Temonstrated, but in vain. We yield to none, in a deep and 
abiding, love for the Union. We wish not to sever i but 
to re-cementit. We can vindicate it only by keeping it in- 
Violate. We would preserve it in all its purity. We want 
it as our fathers give it to us, and must defend it against in- 
fraction, as a sacred duty we owe to their memory. The 

has borne with encroachments, under a hope 
that a sense of justice would ultimately correct the evil; but 
of this there seems now to be but little hope. We must take 
ourstand. Let us survey the ground well, and oceupy that 
Position on which we can stand within the pale of the Con- 
stitution ; and when taken, let us maintain it, like men who 
know their rights and are determined to protectthem. We 
are not the 3; and if the result should prove disas- 
trous, let the blame rest on those who have provoked the 


quarrel.”? 

It will readily be perceived, Mr. President, that 
Judge Sharkey contented himself with a bold, ner- 
vous, and irresistible vindication of the constitu- 


tional rights of the South, of the assailinent of 


which he justly complained, and against further 
*ggressions, apon. which he most solemnly and 
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|| of any act for amplifying, adding to, or strength- 


When we acquired } State of the South,.including Misssissippi, to de- |; 


No abridgement || 


Enormities are falsely | 





earnestly protested. He confined himself, and '! have been so long endeavoring to raise, might enter 
wisely, too, as I conceive, to “‘ the pale of the Con- || upon their important task under the auspicious in- 
stitution.”? He did not feel authorized to recom- || fluences awakened by the noble speech of the hon- 
mend any amendment of the Constitution, as in- || orable Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr Wes- 
| dispensable to the safety and honor of the South. || srer,] whose attitude and political connections 
| He did not suggest the adoption by Congréss || are such as to give him peculiar efficiency as a pa- 
|| pacificator at this period. In this wish I have 

ening, the existing nights of the slave States of || not been gratified. As I anticipated and appre- 
| the Union in any part of our territorial domain. || hended, other speeches have been made less con- 
| He regarded our rights, under the Constitu- || ciliatory in their character. The honorable Sen- 
| tion, as full and complete—Mexican laws to the || ator from New York [Mr. Sewanp] has been 
| contrary notwithstanding. He occupied strict || especially active since in stirring up the embers 
non-intervention ground throughout this address, | of discord, and in reawakening that fell spirit of 
and demanded only that Congress should refrain | contention which has been already productive of 
| from all legislation hostile to southern rights. He | so much mischief. It is probable that no in- 
| firmly oad proudly relied upon an enlightened || jury will now result from a still longer postpone- 
| judiciary for the decision of all questions which || ment of final action upon my motion for a special 
| might arise in regard to the legality of slavery in } committee; and as several gentlemen, who profess 
| the territories. This is precisely the ground || to be willing to vote for the motion hereafter, when 
which, for several sessions past, southern mem- || they shall have had an opportunity of addressing 
| bers in Congress have assumed, and maintained, as || the Senate, have requested me not to urge imme- 


| I think, with arguments of irresistible and conclu- || diate action, I acquiesce very willingly in the mo- 
Territorial government, without the || tion of the honorable Senator from New Jersey, 
| Wilmot proviso, or any restriction on the subject || [Mr. Dayton,] and hope that the question under 
To be || consideration may be made the order of the day 
sure, we have declared—and I understand every || for eer e next. 

S 


Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Mississippi 


The || clare—that if the course of aggression, heretofore || [Mr. Foors] has understood me as having en- 


|| pursued, should be obstinately persisted in—if | dorsed the course that he says has been taken by 
|| tyranny and injustice should be practised, which || my colleague. Now, sir, as to the course whic 
|| might be justly regarded as amounting to inlolera- || my colleague may think proper to take, it is upon 
|| ble oppression—then would the right of secession || his own responsibility, and his speech has been 
| arise as an extra-constitutional, or, if you please, || deliberately prepared, and is fairly the subject of 
! a revolutionary remedy—authority to resort to || parliamentary criticism. I do not object to the 
| which, in such a case, no freemen, worthy of the || remarks made upon it by the honorable Senator 
name, will ever gainsay. Such, sir, dol under- || from Michigan; for the speech has been given to 
stand to be the precise attitude of the State of || the public, with a claim to public attention, and it 
' Mississippi, upon whose sugges‘ion the proposi- | cannot lose ss by public discussion; and, 
|| tion to hold a Southern Convention, in Nashville, || of course, public men havea right to comment 
| was first entertained by the southern States of the | freely on it. 1 am sorry my colleage is not here, 
| Union. This convention was recommended by | to makesuch a reply as the assaults upon it would 
' the State of Mississippi, as I have several times | have demanded. e is not quite so well to-day 
| had occasion to state here, not for disunion pur- || as he was yesterday; but, absent or present, he 
| poses—not for the purpose of adding to the un- |; must share the fate of all public men who havea 
|| happy excitement now existing—not for the pur- historical reputation. The authority of his name 
ose of raising up insuperable obstacles of any | is derived from his services to the Union for an 
} Lind, to the ultimate adjustment of the pending || eventful lifetime; and that authority is not to be 
uestions—but for the purpose of holding calm, || destroyed by the ephemeral criticism of the mo- 
deseval and patriotic counsel, and, by embody- || ment, or the evanescent censure dictated under the 
| ing the whole moral force of the South in favor of | influence of a confident majority. The reputa- 
|| such fair, reasonable, and constitutional measures || tion of distinguished men is more like the pro- 
| of redress and prevention, as the crisis might seem || montory in the deep, than the fluctuating waves 
|| to demand, to rescue the Union from impending || that beat upon its base, or the winds that assail its 
|| jeopardy, effectually to shield the honor of the South } bosom. It preserves its identity in spite of them, 
\\ from menaced discredit, and secure to the slave || and looks the prouder when it has withstood 
|| States of the Republic that perfect domestic security \| 
| to which, by the Constitution itself, they are unde- || _ I do not choose to say more now, nor do I know 
|| niably entitled. Such, according to my under- |, that I shall hereafter say anything in the way of 
| standing of the matter, isthe position of the State || personal vindication. do not understand any 
|| of Mississippi—such the objects of the Nashville | one to say that this Government may not last, by 
Convention, the holding of which, [ hope, may || a faithful adherence to the provisions of its Con- 
still be rendered unnecessary, by the adoption of || stitution, or the original and honest construction 
certain heating measures here, which are begin- || of it; and my colleague, | suppose, thinks, as 
ning, as I think, to be generally regarded as more || long as there was self-sustaining power in what 
than likely to be ultimately matured and carried ! he regards the equilibrium of the different sec- 
into effect. |, tions of the country, there was an ample guaranty 
| And now, sir, before 1 conclude, I will say, that | of the continuance of the Union. But he has 
|| I have more confident hopes than several of my | intimated his opinion, that there is no ‘security 
|| friends, who have spoken in the last day or two of | against the abuse of an irresponsible majority ; 
la satisfactory adjustment of all the questions ] and when he speaks of this Government, as tend- 
growing out of slavery at the present session of || ing to an irresponsible despotism, like that of 
Congress. My honorable colleague will allow me | Russia, he says nothing more or less, than that if 
to suggest, that I do not concur with him in the || the majority assume a power not in the Constitu- 
rather despondent opinion he has just now ex- || tion, and use force to carry out their ends, it would 
pressed, that there is no prospect of passing a bill | be like any other irresponsible despotism, to all 
through both houses of Congress for the estab- || intents and purposes. Can any one doubt that? 








them. 


| 
| 


} 





lishment of territorial governments, without any | I de not think it can be denied, that others must 
restriction in regard to slavery. I will not posi- || respect our rights, or we must have guaranties to 
tively predict future results; but I will venture to. maintain them when they are wrongfully violated. 
declare that, from the oe os — [| 
have been able to obtain from members of the two r 
houses of Con , I have been led to the conclu- || from Michigan. The honorable Senator wished 
sion, that such a territorial bill as I have described, || to know if a man owed his vote to the fact of hav- 
will unquestionably pass both the Senate and | ing property in a jackess; and if the jackass should 
House of Representatives, if we can ever put it || die, who would have the vote—to whom did it be- 
long, the man or the jackass? | said playfully, 
in an undertone, that a voter was not the worse f 
having a live jackass; and hence he seemed 


I have one remark to make with regard to my- 
self, as to some remarks of the honorable Senator 


fairly in progress. Other questions, I doubt not, 
nap be eo satisfactorily adjusted, whenever we 
conclude to terminate angry and unprofitable = 
cussio d ter i irit n i . 
mer sender oouiail “wedi Ea. Nat ithe || jackass, and he for the man. Now, sir, I undertake 
Mr. President, I had hoped that the Senate ! to ety that ne _ is the worse eg, property, 
’ ion, d id- |} er it isa horse or a ass. e is none 
ee aren; Landcanad tree | vous voter. Thatis witches | intended to say, and 
| that is the way I wish a private and playful remark 


to m- 
fer, and said, that I would _ the vote for the 


eration, several days since. I entertained a very || 
decided wish, that the special committee that I | 
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to go tothe public. As the gentleman dwelt some- | 
what on the jackass illustration, to show his de- | 
mocracy, I have no objection to my qualification | 
going with it, although he said there was a funda- || 
mental difference between us. I hope I respect | 
the rights of a voter as much as he does, and would 
have him subjected to no dae qualification to | 
entitle him to the rights of a free citizen. 

The remarks of the } crac a may hereafter | 
call for further notice from me, if I can give it | 
without interference with the rights of others. 

Mr. DAYTON moved that the further consider- 
ation of this question be postponed till Wednesday 
next, at one o’clock. 
day, because Monday and Tuesday were already 
set apart. He desired also to say that, in post- 
poning these resolutions, he intended to speak upon 
the general questions involved in them, as the 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] had || 
used them forthat purpose. This he (Mr. D.) did || 
by the consent of the Senator from Mississippi, || 
(Mr. Foore.} 

The motion was agreed to, and, 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 15, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
Mr. SACKETT asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous || 
notice had been given, with a view, he said, to its | 
reference to the Committee on the Post Office. || 
The title of the bill was read, as ** A bill to estab- 
lish a post-road in Seneca county, New York.”’ 
Objections were made on the right of the Chair. 
So the bill was not introduced. 
CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL. } 
Mr. MeCLERNAND asked the House, by | 
unanimous consent, to take up, with a view to its || 


4 . . 1 
reference to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, the || 


| 
| 
} 


bill from the Secretary, (lying on the Speaker’s || desired to be placed on — footing with ordinary 


table,) providing tor carrying into effect a conven- | 
vention between the United States and the Empe- | 
ror of Brazil. 

No objection having been made, the bill was | 
taken up, read twice by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


itself into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
of proceeding with the consideration of the private 
calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER invited Mr. Asuawy, of Mass- | 
achusetts, to take the chair. 

Mr. ASHMUN excused himself fora reason, | 
not heard by the reporter. 

The SPEAKER then invited Mr. Vinton, who 
accepted the invitation, 

The House thereupon resolved itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, in || 


the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of | 
bills on the private calendar. | 


MOORE AND HASCALL’S HARVESTING Ma- | 
. CHINE. 
The Committee proceeded to the consideration | 


Hiram Moore and John Hascall. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


} 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, Vhat 
the Commissioner of Pateuts shall be, and he is hereby, re- 
quired to extend to Hiram Moore and John Hascall, and to 
theit heirs and legal representatives, their patent for a ma- 
chine for cating, thrashing, and cleaning grain, commonly 
known as “ Moore and Hascall’s Harvesting Machine,” for 
the term of fourteen years from the twenty-eighth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, the day when 
said patent will expire, | 

And the said Commissioner of Patents shall add to said | 
patent, when the same shall be extended, all the improve- | 
menis to the said machine, or to any part thereof, whieh the | 
said Moore and Hascall, or either of them, have invented 
and made, from the date of said or ginal patent to the day 
when the same shall be extended: That the said 

Moore and Hascall shall first pay into the Treasury, to the 
credit of the poteee fund, the sum of forty doliars—the fee 
‘now required by law on applications for extension of patents : 
ind provided further, That all rights, privileges, and inter- 
esis in said patent heretofore granted or assigned by 
patentees, of by their duly authorized agents in their name, 
shalt inure to, and be enjoyed by, tue patentees, assiguecs. 
and hereof, respectively, during the extended 
time of said patent, upon the same conditions, and to the 
same extent, as now enjoyed by them. 


Mr. CALVIN rose and objected to the bill. 


i! inventors—to have the 


said || in the neighborhood of the 
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Mr. WENTWORTH inquired whether this || their 


was objection day. 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the negative, 
adding that the bill was now open to debate. 

The reading of the report was called for, and 
was read. 

The bill was heretofore reported * Mr. Wat- 
DEN, from the Committee on Patents. The reportis 


embraced in a few lines. The committee come to the | 


conclusion that the prayer of the petitioners ought 


to be granted, and recommended the passage of 
| the bill. 
| which have induced the committee to come to this 
e said that he moved that | 


For a statement of the facts and reasons 


conclusion, they refer to the petition of the pat- 


entees, to several statements of highly respectable | 
| citizens of Michigan, and to a joint resolution of 
| the legislature of that State, in support of the ap- 


plication of the petitioners. 
Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the 


_ said papers, which were read. 
The CHAIRMAN said, thatif no amendment | 


was proposed, the bill would be laid aside to be 


| reported to the House. 


Mr. JONES said there was a general law upon 


the subject of granting patents, under which, if | 


there was any improvement in any machine, the 


|| person entitled could get an extension patent. If || 


the person making such improvement could not 
establish his right to a patent for it under the 
genera! law, it would be wrong in Congress to pass 
a special law giving a patent, although the right 
might be defective. 
the bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. HAMILTON (a member of the Commit- 
tee on Patents) stated the facts of the case: 
Owing to the limited time in which the machine 


could be used each year, the inventor, he said, had | 
| been occupied for the whole fourteen years, during 


which he had had his patent, in 
chine. Having perfected it, an 
pared to make something out of it, the inventor 


rfecting his ma- 


enefit of his patent for 


| fourteen years. The committee had thought, 


|| under these circumstances—it having been ccn- 


clusively proved that his expenses in bringing the 
machine to perfection had been from $20,000 to 
$25,000, and that he had received but $5,000— 


| that it was but just to extend the patent, and had 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve } 


unanimously reported a bill accordingly. 

Mr. CALVIN expressed his opposition to the 
| bill, and stated that he had received letters from 
persons in Michigan, protesting against the exten- 
sion of this patent. If there was just reason for it, 
let the patentee apply to the Patent-Office, and he 
would receive an extension if he was entitled to 
it. He hoped this system of special legislation 
would not be favored by this House. If the gen- 
eral patent law needed amendment, let it be revised, 
_ but he hoped the House would not occupy its time 
| by eee special cases. 

Mr. BUEL said: Mr. Chairman, the bill under 
| consideration came here from the Committee on 
Patents, upon the petition of the parties interested, 


|| who are citizens of Michigan, and seems to justify 
| some few remarks from me, in explanation of its 


merits, What, sir, are the facts? Nearl 


teen years ago, these par ies, Moore and Hascall, 


|| procured a patent for a machine of their invention, 
| called a harvesting machine; being one which cuts, 


_ thrashes, cleans, and deposits the grain in the sack, 
in a single operation, and harvests from twenty to 
twenty-five acres perday. From its nature, it is, 
| evidently,a complex machine, and must neces- 
| sarily require much time for experimenting with 
it, and bringing it to such perfection as would 


|| make it useful to the public, being chiefly designed 


for harvesting on the prairies. 

_ The lifetime of the patentee has been consumed 
in perfecting the machine, and it is now supposed 
to have become perfected for use. But in the 
| mean time, it is understood, not a machine hes 
| been sold. The parties have never gone into mar- 
| ket for the purpose of selling it, and they have 
realized nothing for their inventions, except the 
| small pittance of $5,000, which has been obtained 
| by way of experiments and use of the machine 
the neighb parties. But this ma- 
chine itself is very expensive, being worked by 
| sixteen horses, and nearly $30,000 have been ex- 
| pended in its perfection. In fact, the parties have 
| spent their lives and fortunes on it, and all they 
| new ask is, that they be allowed to reap, from 





Believing so, he moved that | 


being now pre- | 


four- || 
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t expenditure of time and mo ' 
| benefits which our patent laws extend x oe 
| patentee. It is their policy to stimulate the m 
| chanical genius and invention of the county by 
| rewarding it to some little extent; and this tt be 
| done in no better manner, than by giving the - 
| ventor, for a certain period, the profits of his in. 
| vention. This bill, in substance, only places the 
parties on an equal footing with patentees in gen- 
eral. Their machine is of a character which mus 
necessarily be patented before perfected, and pe». 
fected before the parties can reap any benefit from 
it. They could necessarily have but two or three 
weeks in each year for making experiments, A 
ear must mtervene between each experiment, and 
boned it is, that they have required so much time 
to perfect their machine. There is nothing in the 
| case which will not bear the fullest scruuny, i 
do not fear examination. What I most fear jg 
that it will not be examined. No one, [ think’ 
will oppose this bill, who will take the pains io 
|, understand its merits. The Committee on Patents 
|, have reported unanimously in favor of this |.j\I, 
| Mr. CALVIN inquired of the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. Buev] if the patent had not been 
| renewedsalread y ? 
Mr. BUEL. Never. 
| Mr. CALVIN. How long has it been in use: 
| Mr. BUEL. Notat all, except by way of ex. 
|| periment. No machine has been manufactured 
| for sale—none has been sold in the country, 
He (Mr. B.) referred to the statement of Mr. 
| Carvin, that he had received letters from persons 
residing in Michigan protesting against the ex. 
|| tension of this patent, and said, if the gentleman 
| was at liberty to read them, he would like to hear 
| them read, and to know the source whence they 


came. 
| Mr. CALVIN was understood to say that the 
|| letters were not here. 
|. Mr. BUEL said, that in his State it was under- 
|, stood there was no objection to the renewal of this 
|| patent. He had evidence, more reliable than the 
|| letters of A, B, and C, which were not here. The 
| people of Michigan felt so deep an interest in the 
| subject, and considered it one of 80 much import- 
| ance, that through their legislature they hail in- 
| structed their Senators, and requested their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, to use their efforts for « 
renewal of the patent. He held in his hand those 
| resolutions, and if the gentleman would listen to 
them, he must be satisfied, and the whole com- 
| mittee must be satisfied—notwithsetanding a few 
| private letters to the contrary—that the people of 
his State were in favor of the extension of the 
| patent. He caused the resolutions of the legislu- 
| ture to be read. 
| Mr. CALVIN had no doubt but this was a very 
| valuable invention; but he did not understand why 
| the petitioner did not apply to the Patent Office for 
| a renewal of his patent. Why the House of Rep- 
| resentatives were troubled with this application to 
grant special privileges, he knew not. The patent 
| law secured the right of the benefit of their inven- 
| tions to all inventors; and if this patentee couli 
not, under that law, get the privileges he desired, 
| he must bear the consequence. 

Mr. BINGHAM briefly advocated the passage 
of the bill. The patentee, he said, had spent the 
entire fourtéen years in making improvements 0! 
| this machine; every farmer knew that there were 
but two or three weeks in a year in which he could 
make experiments with it. He had devoted his 
whole lifetime to the invention and improvement 
of the patent, and had spent a fortune of $30,000 
in bringing it to perfection. It was an invaluable 
aid to the farmers of the West in harvesting the 
large crops of their immense prairies and farms. 
‘The inventor, in his devotion to the improvement 
of the machine, had spent his fortune, and wes 
now poor. He thought this was a case in which 
| it was manifestly just for Congress to depart from 
| the ordinary rule, and by law extend the patent. 
| Mr. Ri said, without pretending to know 

anything of the merits of this bill, that the princ'- 

ple of extending patents, by » was wrong. 

Exceptions to this rule might, in some cases, be 

proper; but what he had heard of this bill, did not 

eonvinee him that this was sach a case. He _ 
ferred to the resolutions of the Legislature : 

Michigan, and said he did not know how much 0 

their time that legislature spent in recommending 
| to_Co the claims of of that State, 
) but he 


| 


| 


i 


say, that nine out of ten men who 
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goted for these resolutions, knew little or nothing 
tthe merits of the case. The patentee could 
have an extension of his patent for seven years, 
without the interference of Congres; why, then, 
jid he not apply for an extension ut the Patent 


abeu 


ofice? The reason assigned by gentlemen was, 
that if he now got a bill, it would save him the 
trouble of coming here seven yeurs hence. But he 
suspected there might be another reason; this peti- 
joner bad very likely received suggestions of im- 
provements from other patents, and it might be 
that he could not get a patent at the Patent Office 
for his improvements. 

Mr. BUEL, in explanation, stated that no prin- 
ciple involved in the machine had been taken from 
any other. The papers in the case did not show, 
por did he understand the gentleman from Ohio to 
sy, that there was any proof, that this was an 
infringement upon any other patent. If the gen- 
deman charged that it was the case, let him do so 
openly—boldly ; if he did not, let him not base an 
argument upon an altogether gratuitous supposi- 

on. 

: Mr. ROOT said he should make his argument 
in his own way. He wished to know of the gen- 
tieman, if the machine did not cut, thrash, and 
clean wheat ? 

Mr. BUEL replied that it did, and in addition, 
deposited the grain in the sack. 

Mr. ROOT said that there were other machines 
for thrashing, others for cleaning, &c., and it was 
possible that this patentee might have learned 
something in relation to some of these processes 
fom them. This bill, if passed, enabled him to 
take advantage of the improvements of others, and 
would be a clear law for him to litigate with 
against anybody else, in defence not only of his 
own invention, as he first discovered it, but of the 
patent, as they granted it. They were acting 
ex parte; he never knew such a bill passed but that 
it operated unjustly. The patentee already had 
the patent fourteen years; he could get it for seven 
years more at the Patent Office; but, not satisfied 
with that, he came to Congress, and asked for 
fourteen additional years. He hoped it would not 
be granted. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. 
Jones to lay aside the bill to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass, 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and being ap- 
pointed, viz: Mr. Hane and Mr. Wiite—they 
announced the vote—ayes 36, noes 80. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The question recurring on laying aside the bill, 
to be reported to the House, 

Mr. NELSON rose to inquire if it were in or- 
der to move an amendment to the bill ? 

Bs CHAIRMAN having answered affirma- 
tively, 

Mr. NELSON sent to the Clerk’s table an 
amendment, which was read, reserving the right 
to Congress to repeal the act, if hereafter it should 
be established, that the party was not justly en- 
titled to the patent. ‘ 

Mr. NELSON remarked, that he had been in- 
duced to offer this amendment in consequence of 
some things which had been disclosed when a 
former case was under discussion, and which 
would be within the recollection of every gentle- 
man. If the facts in the present case were such 
as they were stated to be, he should be in favor of 
the passage of the bill; but in all these cases, 
there was the fear of fraud or imposition; and 
therefore it was that he proposed to reserve to 
Congress the right to act as it pleased in the 
matter. 


Mr. SACKETT suggested that the adoption of 


this amendment was unnecessary, because the || 


power remained in Congress without the adoption 
of any such proposition. He had not, however, 
risen for the 
particular point. ‘There were two questions aris- 
ing out of this case, upon which he desired in- 
formation. In the first place, he desired to inquire 
whether any application had been made to the 

mmissioner of Patents for an extension of this 
patent under the law authorizing the ex- 
tension for seven years? If not, he thought the 
P rather extraordinary. In the next 
Place, he desired to know whether, by the bill 
now before the committee, any greater rights were 
Secured to the patentees than thuse which were 


granted under the original specification? Difiieul- || bill was laid aside to be 


rpose of saying anything on that | 
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ties of this description had risen from bills passed 
under similar circumstances; and he desired to 
prevent a recurrence of them. 

Mr. OTIS admitted the general proposition, 
that no special legislation should be adopted, ex- 
cept in cases sufficiently strong in themselves to 
justify an exception from the general law; and 
after hearing the whole matter, he felt satisfied, he 
said, that if there was a case for special legisla- 
tion, this was the case. He had no doubt that 
the individual had a right, under the general law, 
to apply for an extension of the patent. That 


| 0.) had inquired why it was that he had not made 


the a under that law. The reason was, 
that he had failed himself, in consequence of the 
time and money expended on this invention; and 
that the friends to whom he applied for aid, would 


not furnish the means for further operations, if an 


_ extension of the patent-right was secured for only 
| seven years. 


In relation to the other point, suggested by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sackerr,] he 


| (Mr. O.) would say, that the bill proposed an ex- 
| tension of only the same patent-rights which were | 


j 
} 





| 


| granted fourteen years ago. 


In reply to a further inquiry, by Mr. Sackxerr, 
Mr. OTIS said, that the second section of the 
bill provided, that all the patent-rights assigned 
by these patentees should inure to the benefit of 
these assignees during the extended time of the 
patent. ; 
The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Netson, and was decided in the negative. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PUTNAM inquired of the Chair, whether 
it was in order to move to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill? 
| The CHAIRMAN assented. 
Mr. PUTNAM made that motion. The case 
| before the committee, he said, might, for aught he 
knew, be a very meritorious one, and one in which 
the applicants ought to receive the benefit of an 
extension of their patent; but he objected to this 
| whole proceeding, as being entirely in violation of 
| those statutory provisions which ought to be ful- 
| filled in every case where an application was made 
| for such extension. Mr. P. quoted from the law, 
| to show what its requirements were, especially in 
relation to due public notice (especially in the im- 
mediate neighborhood) of the application for the 
| extension of a patent, that persons might show | 
| cause why the application should not be granted, | 
| 





| &c. These provisions were wise and wholesome, 
| doing away with the necessity of repeated applica- 
| tions to Congress. The present application came 
| here in the absence of all compliance with the pro- 
| visions of the law. The committee knew very 
little of the facts of the case. He did not doubt 
| the statements of these individuals, but they did 
| not constitute, in the first instance, a proper ba- | 
sis for the application. He referred to the fact of 

the former existence of a board, before whom these 

| applications were brought, and of its abolition. 





|| The duty of receiving and deciding upon these ap- 


} 


ommissioner of 
atents; and what was the duty of that officer? 


oe was now vested in the 
He referred the application to the principal exam- 


iner of the class of cases to which it belonged, by 


| tained whether the case was originally patentable 
or not. And was the time of Congress to be thus 
| taken up in legislating upon cases, in respect to 
| the facts of which there was no evidence, except 
| such as might have been put upon record by the 
| patentees themselves? or should not Congress 
| rather require application to be made to the proper 
officer, in whom the power was vested, to extend 
| the patent for seven years, if such extension ought" 
| to be granted? 
The question was then stated to be on striking 
out the enacting clause of the bill, and was taken. 
But no quorum voted. 
Mr. WHITE demanded tellers. They were 
| ordered, and Messrs. Waite and Bincuam were 
appointed. — $ 
The question was again taken, and the vote 
stood, ayes 15, noes 104. 
A quorum was nt. 


So the motion to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill was rejected. 

No further amendment having been offered, the 
to the House. 





individual was a plain, honest man, and he (Mr. 


| 
| 
whom a report was made, that it might be ascer- 


THE SEDITION LAW. 

The Committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill, (next in order on the calendar,) enti- 
tled **A bill to refund the fine imposed on the late 
Doctor Thomas Cooper, under the sedition law, 
to his legal representatives.” 

The bill was read as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United es of America, in Congress ussembled, ‘That 
the Secretary of the Treasury, upon receiving satisfactory 
evidence that M. H. De Leon, M. D., is the sole executor of 
the last will and testament of Thomas Cooper, deceased, 
duly qualified, is authorized and directed to refund to the 
said M. H. De Leon, M. D., as executor, as aforesaid, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, four 
hundred dollars, being the fine imposed upon the said 
Thomas Cooper, under the sedition law, passed the four- 
teenth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
eight, together with interest thereon, at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum, from the first day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred, until paid. 

The reading of the report was called for and 
read. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, who reported 
the bill, (through their chairman, Mr. Tuompr- 
son, of Pennsylvania,) made the following state- 
ment: 

* That in the month of April, 1800, Dr. Thomas Cooper, 
| the testator of the petitioner, was indicted, under the act of 
| 14th April, 1798, commonly called the sedition law, fora 
| libel upon John Adams, the President of the United States. 
The libellous matter charged in the indictment, in the first 
count, is ag follows: “ Nor dol see any impropriety in ma- 
‘ king this request of Mr. Adams; At that time he bad just 
‘entered into office. He was hardly in the infaney of potiti- 
‘cal mistake. Even those who doubted his capacity, thought 
‘well of his intentions.””. The second count charged the 
following: “ Nor were we yet saddled with the expense of 
‘a permanent navy, or threatened under his auspices with the 
‘existence of a standing army. Our credit was not yet re- 

* duced so low as to borrow money at eight per cent., in time 
‘of peace, while unnecessary violence of official expressions 
‘might justly have provoked a war.” ‘The third count 
charged the following: “ Mr. Adams had not yet projected 








‘his emba-sies to Prussia, Russia, and the Sublime Porte ; 
‘nor had he yetinterfered, as Presydent of the United States, 
‘toinfluence the decisions of a court of justice—a stretch of 
‘authority which the monarch of Great Britain would have 
‘shrunk from—an interference without precedent against 
‘law and against mercy. This nm: lancholy case of John Rol- 
‘lins, a native citizen of America, forcibly inpressed by the 
‘ British and delivered up, with the advice of Mr. Adams, to 
‘the mock-trial of a British court martial, had not yet aston- 
‘ished the republican citizens of this free country—a case 00; 
‘little known, butof which the people ought to be fully ap- 
‘ prized before the election, and they shall be :*? Upon which 
indictment Dr. Cooper being tried and convicted, wos sen- 
tenced to undergo an imprisonment in the county jail of 
| Philadelphia of six months, and to paya fine of $400; which 
sentence was enforced and executed, and the sim of 9400 
was paid into the Treasury of the United States by the said 
Dr. Cooper. Your committee are of opinion that the law 
of the 14th April, 1798, was unconstitutional, null, and void, 
and passed under an exercise of undelegated powers by 
Congress—that the fine so levied ought to be refunded to 
| the legal representatives of the said Dr. Cooper, with inte- 


|| rest thereon until paid. Congress has directed to be re- 


funded to the heirs and legal representatives of Matthew 


| Lyon and Anthony Haswell similar fines imposed under the 


act aforesaid, and bills have been reporied to refund the fine 
| inthe case under consideration, in 1832, 1834, 1896, 1898, 
and 1847. The committee therefore :eport the accompany- 
ing bill.” 

The report having been read— 
| No amendment was offered, and the bill was laid 
| aside to be reported to the House. 

THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 

The committee then proceeded to the consid- 

eration of the bill, heretofore reported by Mr. 
| La Sere, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
entitled, ‘A bill for the relief of the captors of 
the frigate Philadelphia.” 

The bill was read as follows: 


Be it enacted §c., That the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars be, and the same is, hereby authorized to be paid, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the 
officers and crew of the ketch Intrepid, commanded by 
Stephen Decatur, who were engaged in the capture and de- 
struction of the frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, 
on the sixteenth February, eighteen hundred and four, to 
be distributed pro rata among the said officers and crew, ac- 
cording to the rates fixed by the sixth section of the act of 
April twenty-third, eighteen hundred, for the better govern- 
ment of the navy of the United States. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enucted, That if any aflicer, 
seaman, or marine, who was engaged in the capture afore- 
said, shall have died prior to the passage of this act, the sum 
to which he would have been entitled, under this act, shall 
be divided equally among his children and his widow, if she 
he living and unmarried; and if there be no widow, then to 
his children ; but if there be no children, then to his widow, 
if she be living and unmarried, as his sole heir; and in no 
case shall any collateral kindred or creditor of any deceased 
Officer, seaman, or marine, be entitled to receive any of the 
benefits of thia act: Provided, That this section be so eon- 
strued as to give to Mrs. Susan Decatur, widow « f Com- 
modore Decatur, and to Mrs. Priscilla Decatur Twiggs, and 
her two sisters, nieces of Commodore Decatur, but adopted 
by him as children, an equal share in the distribution of the 
prize money to be made under this act, to wit: one fourth 
each. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in default of 
euch heirs as are specified in the preceding section, the 
share or proportio’ to which any deceased officer, seaman, 
or marine, might have been entitled under this act, shal! re- 
main in the Treasury of the United States, and be carried 
to the surplus fund. 

fec. 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That any portion of this 











appropriation which may remain unclaimed in the Treas- | 


ury, at the expiration of the term of three years from the 
date of this act, shall be carried to the surplus fund. 

The committee premise that the subject of a 
reward to the officers and crew of the ketch In- 
trepid, for their gallant and meritorious exploit, has 
been frequently under the consideration of Con- 

ress, and that the principal difficulty seems to 

ave been in the adjustment of a proper mode of 
distribution, The committee who reported the 
present bill, were of opinion that the only proper 
wide for the distribution of the sum intended to 

e awarded, was that furnished by the prize act, 
which has governed in all similar cases, and 
accordingly adopted the rule of that act. The 
sum proposed to be distributed is one hundred 
thousand dollars, which appears to have been re- 
garded in former reports as being one half of the 
estimated value of the frigate. The committee 
express the opinion that if the allowance is granted 
atall, it should be by an act covering the whole 
claim, and closing the subject. 

The following is the statement of facts, accom- 
panying the report of the committee, in relation to 
the recapture of the Frigate Philadelphia, in the 
harbor of Tripoli, on the 16th of February, 1804, 
furnished to the committee on behalf of the peti- 
tioner: [Joseph K. Boyd, who was one of the 
subordinate officers of the Intrepid:]} 

During our memorable contentions for the 
freedom of navigation on the Mediterranean, and 
after the war with Tripoli had commenced, a small 


squadron, under the command of Commodore | 


Preble, (the United States Frigate Constitution 
being the flag ship,) was dispatched by our Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of carrying on hostilities 
against that despotic power, and of bringing it to 
terms. 

The United States frigate Philadelphia, one of 
the squadron, commanded by Captain Bainbridge, 
when cruizing off the harbor of Tripoli, struck 
upon the rocks lying in the immediate vicinity of 
the fortifications, and was stranded. Finding it 
impossible, afier using every exertion, to get his 
vessel off, or to resist the overwhelming force of 
the enemy, Captain Bainbridge was forced to sur- 
render, and his officers and men were made pris- 
oners, and removed to the dungeons of the city 
fortifications. The frigate subsequently was got 
off the rocks by the Tripolitans, having sustained 
but little injury, and was moored by them within 
pistol-shot of the Tripolitan navy, manned and 
made ready for sea. More than one hundred pieces 
of heavy cannon were mounted on board the dif- 
ferent vessels of the Tripolitans, manned by up- 
ward of one thousand seamen, and the whole lay 
within the immediate protection of formidable land 
batteries, consisting of one hundred and fifteen 
pieces of heavy artillery, and within sight of a 
force of twenty thousand troops, stationed in the 
city and its vicinity. 

The loss of this fine frigate and her noble crew 
was most seriously felt, and proved a great detri- 
ment to the American squadron, in carrying on 
efficient operations against an active enemy. 

Under these circumstances, 80 annoying to 
our squadron, the then Lieutenant Stephen Decatur 
conceived the bold idea of recapturing the Phila- 
delphia, with his vessel—-the United States schooner 
Enterprise, which he then commanded—and com- 
municated his plan of operation to Commodore 
Prebie. 

The Commodore was fully impressed with the 
importance of so daring an act, approved the plan, 
and accepted the offer of Lieutenant Decatur’s ser- 
vices; but, sensible that succees must depend on 
the secrecy, celerity, and gallantry of its execu- 
tion, and that an attempt to bring out the frigate, 
if eaptured, would, in all probability, be attended 
with too great hazard and loss of life, gave per- 
emptory orders to set fire, after capture, to every 
accessible part of the frigate; and, after “ blowing 
out her bottom,” to abandon her. 

In compliance with this permission and his 
orders, Lieutenant Decatur manned a small ketch, 
of about sixty tons, (which he had recently ca 
tured, and named by Commodore Preble the 
** Intrepid,”’) with seventy officers and men, vol- 
unteers from his own vessel, and sailed from Syra- 
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cuse, where the American squadron lay, on the 34 
of February, 1804. 

He had an unusually stormy passage, and ar- 
rived on the 16th following, off the coast. Afier 
perfecting all his arrangements, he ran, after dark, 
into the harbor of Tripoli, disguising his move- 
ments as much as possible to deceive the enemy, 
by whom he was observed and suspected; and at 
about 10 p. m., laid his vessel boldly alongside the 
Philadelphia, boarded and carried her, sword in 
hand, in the most gallant style, after a severe 
though short conflict on the decks of the frigate, 
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in which upward of twenty of the enemy were | 


slain, and the rest driven below, or overboard. 
The capture was made with such gallant 
daring, and with so many concurring favoring cir- 
cumstances, that, in the opinion of many, the 
frigate could have been easily carried out of the 
harbor, and again added to the American squadron; 
but the peremptory orders of Commodore Preble 
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forbade such an attempt; and, after deliberately 
setting her on fire, as directed in his instructions, | 


and remaining on board “ until the fire had com- 
municated to the rigging and tops,’”’ Decatur aban- 
doned her to her fate, bringing off his whole crew, 
under a heavy fire fro.n the batteries and shipping, 
without the lossofa man, (having but one slightly 
wounded,) and rejoined the American squadron. 

No amendment having been offered, the bill was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 


JOHN DICKSON. 

The bill for ‘the relief of John Dickson, surviv- 
ing partner of Lambert & Dickson, was taken 
up, read, and, no amendment having been offered, 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 


NICOLL AND CLINCH. 

The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicoll and 
James Clinch, of the city of New York. 

The bill was read as follows : 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is, hereby authorized and directed to pay to Solomon 
Nicoll and James Clinch, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one thousand three 
hundred and ten dollars and twenty-one cents, it being in 
full payment for fifty-four half cheats of young hysen tea, 
sold to the United States and delivered to the naval store- 
keeper at Norfolk, for the use of the navy, and which has 
been consumed in the public service. 

Mr. THOMAS called for the reading of the re- 
port of the Committee on Claims (who, through 
Mr. Nexson,) reported the bill; and the report 
was read, 

A brief statement of the facts of the case, not 
disputed, is thus given in the opinion of the late 
Attorney General : 

“The Government entered into a contract with M. B. 
Mason, by which he was bound, in the usual form, to furnish 
such quantities of sugar as might be requested at certain 
navy-yards during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846. He 
failed to comply with his contract, and the sugar was pur- 
chased elsewhere by the Government, at the cost of $2,152 75, 
beyond the amount which would have been paid under the 
contract; and according to the terms of the contract, Mr. 
Mason is held liable for the excess. 


* By another and separate contract, Mr. Mason was bound 
to furnish tea for the navy during the same fiscal year. 
The tea for the navy yard, Norfolk, was shipped from New 
York, by Messrs. Nicoll & Co., of that city, at the request 


of Mr. Mason, but in their own name, to be delivered to the | 


naval storekeeper at Norfolk, who received the tea, and 
sent bills for it to Messrs. Nicoll & Co., made out in the 
name of she contractor, Mr. Mason, informing them by let- 
ter, that he was obliged to do so, because he could not know 
officially any other person in the matter but the contractor. 
and suggesting to them, that they should have the bil's signed 
by Mr. Mason, or procure from him a power of attorney, 
authorizing them to. receive the money, amouhting to 
$1,310 21. They complied with his suggestion, but pay- 
ment was subsequently withheld, on account of Mr, Mason’s 
defaleation under his sugar contract, the amount of which 
exceeded the amount of the bill for the tea.” 


Mr. THOMAS urgently opposed the passage of 


the bill. The ease had been reported upon during 
the last Congress, and during this, by the Com- 
mittee on Claims, of which he wasa member. He 
desired the particular attention of the committee to 
it, differing, as he did, from the committee who 
had reported the bill, and believing that it would 
establish a precedent injurious to the public inter- 
ests. He entered at some length into explanations 
of the facts of the case. He adverted to the policy 
which regulated the action of the Government in its 
contracts, under which, if the supplies contracted for 
were not furnished, the Government was at liberty 
to go into open market and make the purchases, 
holding the sureties of the contractors liable for 
any excess of expenditure beyond the stipulated 
amount of the contract. And he insisted upon the 
enforcement of this policy as essential to the pro- 
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tection of the Government; inasmuch as if this 

ent were set, it was impossible to know Gen 
tent to which contractors might avail themsely vee 
itim future. He referred to the Opinion aa 
late Attorney General, which sets forth that _ 
Government has the right to set off the amount ; 
the bill for the tea, against the ascertained roy 
liquidated amount of the defalcation, under th 
sugar contract—this opinion resting upon the eo 
of March, 1843, which provides that « jn Yong 
‘ of a failure to supply the articles, or to perfor, 
‘the work, by the person entering into such a 
‘tract, he and his sureties shall be liable for the 
‘ forfeiture, specified in such contract as liquidated 
‘ damages, to be sued for in the name of the Uniteq 
: ae in any court having competent jurisdic. 

The amount of money involved was of no great 
consequence; but the principle was an importa; 
one; and if this bill was passed, it would be the 
easiest thing in the world for contractors to make 
arrangements precisely similar to those which 
were made in the present case. He did not jn. 
tend to charge a corrupt design on the part of 
these gentlemen; he presumed they were re. 
spectable men; but he had nothing to do with 
considerations of that kind. The law governing 
contracts was perfectly well known, and it was 
proper that those who violated it should be heli 
to strict account. He moved that the bill be re. 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. NELSON sustained this bill, as involving , 
fair, legal, equitable claim against the Government, 
He accorded to the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr, 
Tnomtas] great vigilance in guarding the interests 
of the Government, but feared that the gentle. 
man’s care for the public carried him beyond the 
bounds of justice. If the question had risen be. 
tween individual and individual, no impartial law. 
yer or judge would hesitate, for a moment, to 
allow the claim—an honest man would blush to 
withhold it. He recapitulated the facts of the 
case, as above given. He considered it clear, 
from the evidence, that Nicoll & Co. rust have 
been ignorant of the indebtedness of Mason to 
the Government, arising out of his failure to com- 
ply with the sugar contract; and that they fur. 
nished the tea on their own account to the Gov- 
ernment. The navy agent was aware of this, 
and did not give them notice that it would be re- 
ceived on the credit of Mason; on the contrary, 
on being informed by Nicoll & Co. that they had 
shipped the tea in their own name, he had replied, 
that as soon as it arrived, ‘¢ 1 will forward you 
bills as requested.” Nicoll & Co., then, forward- 
ing the tea in their own name, and the navy agent 
receiving it in their name, he (Mr. N.) held that 
its value should be paid to them, irrespective of 
any other contract between Mason and the Gov- 
ernment. If Mason had fuiled to fulfill the con- 
tract to deliver sugar, the proper remedy of the 
Government was against him andj his sureties in 
that contract. 

He trusted that there would be hardly two opin- 
ions upon the subject. If there was anything de- 
ficient in the bill, it was, that it did not provide for 
the payment of interest. Although it had been 
said, in this committee, that the Government never 
paid interest, he knew of no just reason why it 
should not in this case. These merchants had 
lain out of their money five years, and the in- 
terest, during that time, undoubtedly far exceeded 
the amount of their profits. If it were not for 
embarrassing the passage of the bill, he would 
move to insert the interest. 

Mr. DUNHAM sustained the bill in an argu: 
ment based upon the same general view of the 
facts as was taken by Mr. Netson. Nicoll & Co. 
having furnished the tea, in their own name, and 
it having been received in their name by the navy 
agent; they were entitled to be paid by the Gov- 
ernment. If Mason’s default, under the contract 
to deliver sugar, were to have been a set-off, that 
was the duty of the navy agent to have given 
Nicoll & Co. notice of this fact, previous to the 
delivery of the tea. This he had not only not 
done, but he had expressly agreed to receive it in 
the name of Nicoll & Co., and Nicoll & Co. had 

iven notice that they would not furnish it in 
ason’s name. 

Mr. McKISSOCK inquired if there was an 
—— that they had given the navy agent 
notice 
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Mr. DUNHAM replied that the petition assert- 
ed that fact, that the letter giving the notice was 
not printed, but that the navy agent impliedly ad- 

ited the fact in his letter of June 26. 

[This letter is as follows: 

Jeng 26, 1846. 
men: I enclose the bills for you for the tea de- 
nd by you on account of Mr. Mason’s contract, accord- 
ing to your request. You will perceive they are made out in 
his name ; this, T was obliged to do, as [ could not know, 
oficially, any other person in the matter but the contractor. 
you will, however. only have to get him to sign his name 
» the receipt, Or give you a power of attorney authorizing 
qua to receive the money. The ten per cent. has also been 
jeducted, according to the stipulations of Mr. Mason’s con- 
act. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. JORDAN, Naval Storekeeper. 


Messrs. 8. T. Nicott, & Co.] 


Mr. PHCENIX, in a few remarks, which were 
inaudible at the reporter’s desk, supported the 
daim of the petitioners, the rejection of which, he 
considered, would be an outrage on the principles 
of justice. 


MreCROWELL then took a view of the ques- || 


tion for the purpose of laying before the commit- 
tee a simple statement of the facts in the case, 
which he thought to be sufficient to overthrow the 
ettifogging defence against the claim set up by the 
Fourth Auditor and the Attorney General. He 
joked at this defence as disreputable to the Govern- 
ment; it would be discreditable to an ordinary jus- 
ticeof the peace. Whatdid itamountto? The Gov- 
ernment made a contract with Mason for a certain 
quantity of tea. The contractor had failed to ful- 
fil his contract, and went to the petitioners, who 
undertook to furnish tea in their own names. 
tea was furnished by them to the Government, 
and was received by the navy store keeper and re- 
ceipted for b¥ him. [After a question, whether 
the tea was furnished by the petitioners at the 


request of the Government or of the contractor, 


Mr. Crowe continued?] The tea was fur- 
nished at the instance of Mason, the contractor, 
who could not furnish the quantity called for by 
the requisition. These ae perhaps at the 
request of Mason himself, or from an unwilling- 
ness to credit Mason, transmitted their bill to the 


store keeper, and he gave them a receipt for the 
tea. The petitioners had acted throughout with || 


propriety. ‘They had taken the place of the con- 
tractor who was unable to fulfill his contract. It 
was necessary that the Government should have 


the supplies. The petitioners were made aware || 
of this sand they stepped in and supplied the Gov- || 


ernment; but instead of trusting the contractor, 
who was not known to them, they said they 
would look to the Government for their pay; and 
as the Government had received the tea from the 
petitioners, and had appropriated it to their own 
use, it was their duty to pay for it. 

It was alleged that the Government agent, in pur- 
chasing this tea of the petitioners, had transcended 
his power; and although it was admitted that the 
Government had received and used the tea, this 
objection was urged as sufficient to defeat the 
claim of the petitioners. Could such an argument 
as this avail for a moment? If these gentlemen 
were not the original contractors, they furnished 
the supplies, and they had a right to come here for 
payment, 


Mr. HALL said, as he ufderstood the practice 


of the Government, it was, when a contractor for- | 


feited his contract, to go into the open market and 
purchase, and charge the contractor with the dif- 


ference between the contract price and the market || 


price. He also desired some explanation of the 

reason for sending the bills, in their own name, to 

the Government, when the contractor came to 
m to make the purchase in open market? 

Mr. CROWELL replied that the reason was 
given by Mr. Jordan, in his note published with 
the report of the case. 

Mr. HALL desired to be informed if there was 
any proof that the petitioners had told the con- 
‘ractor that they would not furnish the tea on his 
ee but that they would look to the Govern- 

Mr. CROWELL referred the gentleman to the 
Printed report, which contained all the evidence on 
the subject, and which was sufficient, in his opin- 
‘on, to sustain the claim. Afterthe petitioners had 
furnished the supplies, and the Government had 
receipted for, and appropriated them, they now 
‘urn round and say, we regard you as only stran- 
gers in this transaction; we can only recognize the 





It was alleged, that Mason did not fulfill his con- 


contractor as the furnisher of the tea, and you 
must look to him. 
|. Mr. HALL said, he could not find evidence in 
| the report, that the petitioners had notified the 
| contractor that they would not trust him, but that 
| 2 would look to the Government. 

fter some conversation, 

Mr. CROWELL resumed, and continued his | 
examination of the case—reiterating what he had 
already urged as to the liability of the Govern- 
iment. He commented on the note of Gideon 








| Welles, of the clothing and provision bureau, 
who was, doubtless, an excellent lawyer. Every 
one, at the head of a department in this city, was 
an excellent lawyer, and gentlemen were to be 
found in sufficient numbers on this floor, ready to || 
endorse all their decisions. He had known plain || 
decisions of courts of law disregarded by these } 
Officials, in order to gratify some private pique || 
against a contractor. He referred to the case of || 
| the Comptroller of the Treasury, in which he 
| made a decision overruling a decision of the Vice 
| President; and when appeals are here made to 
| our justice in behalf of some individual claimant, 
| 














| we are to be met with these pettifogging opinions 
| from the departments. 


ernment had been obliged to go into open market, 
to make up the deficiency; and that the amount 
claimed by these petitioners was to be kept back 


| to make up the loss; and their damages, which 
|, can only be determined, as to their amount, by 





The | 











| 
| tract for the supply of sugar; and that the Gov- 
a jury,are setupas an offset to defeat this claim. 
| Before any court or jury of the country, such a | 
| course of proceeding could not stand a moment. 
Unliquidated damages can ‘never be set up as an 
| offset to a liquidated demand. 
| Such were briefly the facts of this case. He 
would not detain the committee to read all the 
| correspondence published with the report. Let it 
| pass for what it was worth. He would merely 
| ask how, sitting here as a committee of the House, 
| pledged to do justice between claimants, had there 
been set up any defence which ought to drive away 
the petitioners without redress? He could not see 
| that there was any. He was surprised to see 





| gentlemen on the other side, usually so accurate 
in their judgment, opposing this claim. He hoped 
they would reverse their opinion, and permit the 
| bill to pass. 

Mr. THOMAS said that he would never permit 
himself to be influenced by official opinion. If the 


paid. He only desired that the claim should be 
| established as a justone. He then gave his view 
of the circumstances under which the tea was fur- 
nished. 

Mr. SWEETSER asked if there was any evi- 
dence that the petitioners were in coilusion with the 
contractor in furnishing the tea? 

Mr. THOMAS replied that there was no direct 
evidence of suchcollusion. He read over a portion 
of the correspondence, and stated what the infer- 
ences were, which they, in his opinion, warranted, 
| and these were unfavorable to the passage of the 
| bill. 
| Mr. STANTON said a word or two in correc- 
' tion of these inferences. 
| Mr. THOMAS maintained that as there wasade- 


| ficiency of proof in the printed document, the onus 
| of furnishing what was deficient, was upon them. 
| Congress could only act on the testimony which 
| was presented. ‘The petitioners wanted the con- 
| tract, and as soon as they had furnished the tea, 
they send the bill in their own names for payment. 
| [On this point there was some conversation, in 
| which Mr, SWEETSER and Mr. HALL took 
rt. 

an \ petitioners ask for things, let them show 
everything in relation to the subject. It seems to 
be the opinion of gentlemen, that every officer of 
the Government knows everything relating toevery 
other department, and that the Government is 
bound to supply all the proof which claimants re- 
quire. As to the practice of contractors, he con- 
tended that contractors could not inspect every 
contract themselves, but was compelled to trust to 
sub-contractors. But the navy agent can only 
pay the contractor himself. Here Mason makes 
contract for tea, which the Government is bound to 
taka, because it was supplied at the contract price; 
and, had they not taken it thus under the contract, 
they must have gone into the open market and paid 


| 


i 


petitioners were entitled to be paid, let them be || 


a higher price, There was no complaint of the 
manner in which the bill was made out. But the 
Government withheld the money, because the 
contractor was indebted to the Government—be- 
cause it was bound to withhold paymentin such 


case, 

Mr. SWEETSER said there wan no law under 
which the Government adopted this rule; it was 
merely a practice of the department. 

Mr. THOMAS then proceeded to show, that 
the contractor was bound, in case of forfeiture of 
his contract, to pay whatever extra cost might be 
incurred by making up the deficiency in the sup- 
plies contracted for, by producing them in the open 
market. 

Mr. CROWELL explained what he said. 

Mr. THOMAS then gave way, and 

Mr. CROWELL moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported its action 


last which had been under consweration. 
Oa motion of Mr. JONES, it was resolved, that 


| upon the several bills, and its progress upon the 


| when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 


| Monday next. 
NICOLL AND CO, 

Mr. NELSON moved that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged from the further consid- 
| eration of this bill, in order that it might be brought 
| into the House, and be put upon its third reading, 
| and he said he would demand the previous ques- 
tion. 





| ‘The SPEAKER said, the motion to discharge 
| the committee, could only be entertained by unan- 
| jmous consent. 

Objections were made. 

The SPEAKER stated that the first busines in 
order would be the bills which had been reported 
| to the House from the Committee of the Whole, 
| which now came up on the question of engross- 
; ment, 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that there were some fifteen 
or twenty communications on the Speaker’s table, 
from the executive departments. He desired that 
they might be taken up, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees, or be ordered to be printed. 

| Objections were made. 
| 
| 





MOORE AND HASCALL’S HARVESTING 
MACHINE. 
This bill coming up in its order, and the ques- 
tion being on ordering it to a third reading, 
Mr. BINGHAM asked the previous question. 
| Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid upon 
| 





the table. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken, the Elouse refused to 

adjourn. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
| the motion that the bill be laid upon the table, and 
was decided in the negative. 

So the bill was not laid upon the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the demand for the previous question. There was 
asecond. The main question was ordered, and, 
being taken, the bill was ordered to a third reading 
at this time. 

And having been read a third time by its title, 
and the oe being, ‘* Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. BINGHAM called for the previous ques- 
tion. There was a second. The main question 
was ordered, and, being taken, the biil was 
passed. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn, 
but was withdrawn at the request of 

Mr. BINGHAM, who moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the said bill had been passed, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. 

THE SEDITION LAW. 

The bill to refund the fine imposed on the late 
Dr. Thomas Cooper, deceased, under the sedition 
law, to his heirs, coming up on the question of its 
third reading, 

Mr. CONGER moved to amend it, so as to 
strike out the provision for interest. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which was refused. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 


negative, 
Eo the amendment was rejected. 





The question recarring on ordering the bill to a 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend it by striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting a substitute, providing that 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to the 
heirs of Dr. Thomas Cooper the sum of four hun- 
dred dollars, with interest at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum, from the lstof November, 1800, | 
until paid. 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. SWEETSER said, that he very much re- | 
gretted to see amendments, one after another, of- 
fered to this bill. It seemed to him that the coun- 
try was fully prepared to see its Representatives 
in this national legislature make every individual, 
who had suffered under the grinding operation of 
the alien and sedition laws—— 

Mr. BUTLER interposed, and claimed the 
floor, (which, however, had been awarded to Mr. 
SweEerTsrk.) 

Mr. SWEETSER, (continuing.) The object 
of these amendments is obvious. I have 

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) Surely the gen- 
tieman does not understand that the amendment 
which I have offered is but a repetition of the origi- | 
nal bill, with the single alteration that the money 
shall be paid to the heirs instead of the executors! 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
strike out the interest ? 
Mr. BUTLER. Nothing of the kind. 
Mr. SWEETSER. Does your amendment | 








I thought it proposed to | 


propose to pay the sum of five hundred dollars, | 


with the interest? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I was mistaken. I sup- 
posed the gentleman was in favor of defeating the 
bill in an indirect way. 

Mr. BUTLER. I had no such object. 


third reading, 
1 


1 


Mr. SWEETSER. ThenI have nothing more | 
to say. 1 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, remark- | 


ing that there could, he thought, be no objection 
to the amendment, moved the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken, (which main question 
was first on the amendment, and then on ordering 
the bill to a third reading.) 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill, as 
thus amended, was ordered to a third reading, (at 
this time,) and having been read a third time, was 
passed. _ 

On motion by Mr. VENABLE, the title of the 
bill -was so altered as to conform to the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved that 


the vote by which the bill had been passed, be re- | 


considered, and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. 

Several voices: 
tion”—** No one wil! ever disturb the bill.” 

Mr. THOMPSON. Who knows? Strange 
things sometimes happen. 


‘The question was then taken, and decided in the | 


affirmative. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the | 


table. 
THE FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 
The bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 


Philadelphia, coming up on the question of en- 
grossment, 


A motion was made that the House adjourn, 


which was agreed to. 
So the House adjourned until Monday, at 12 
o'clock. 





» PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Frederick Langdon, A. 
©. Knight, and other citizens of Wisconsin, for a post-route 
trom Columbus to Lake Puckawa. 

Also, the petition of E. 8. Buttrick, H. Sommers, and 
others, citizens of Winne , for a mail-route from Osh- 
kosh to Bertin, via Algoma, Seneca, and Waukan. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Miller, Daniel P. Sherwood, 
we others, cilizens of Wisconsin, for a land office at De- 

orra. 

Also, the petition of Simon D. Powers, Bostwick O’Con- 
nor, and numerous citizens of Wisconsin, for a government 
road from Purt Washington toDekorra. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: Th petition of 120 students of 
Williams College, in Williamstown, Massachusetts, asking 
that the postage on letters may be reduced to the uniform 
rate of two cents. 


** You need not make the mo- | 


|| these grievances, and protesting against the admission of 


| praying a reduction of postage. | 
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Also, the. petition of W. A. Phillips, and 215 others, citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Elizur Smith and 136 others, citizens 
of Lee, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of A. S. Ranney and 123 others, citizens 


| of Boston, Massachusetts, for the same object. 


Also, the petition of Theophilus Packhard, jr., and 38 
others, citizens of Shelburne, Massachusetts, for a uniform 
rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on newspapers, and 
two cents on prepaid letters of half an ounce, for all dis- 
tances; and for other corresponding reforms. 

Alzo, the petition of Daniel E. Chapin and 46 others, citi- 
zens of Blandford, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Otis Dresser and 44 others, citizens || 
of Stockbridge, for the same object. | 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel Tremain and 103 others, 
onerne of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, for the same 
object. 

‘Ajco, the petition of Charles Sedgwick and 32 others, 
citizens of Lenox, Massachusetts, praying that provision 
may be made by law to secure to alleged fugitives the right 
of trial by jury. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memoriai of 
Isaac Sheen, president of the Aaronic Priesthood of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and 18 other 
members of said chureh, citizens of Kentucky, representing, 
that mail-matter intended for the inhabitants of the Salt | 
Lake valley, is suppressed at Kanesville, Pottawatamie 
county, by the Salt Lake Mormons, in defiance of the laws 
of the United States, and charging those concerned, with 
tyranny, injustice, and treason; praying for a redress of | 


| 
| 





Deseret into the Union. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of J. B. | 
Williams, C. 8. Spencer,and 23 others, citizens of Ithaca, | 
Towpkina county, New York, on the subject of cheap post- |} 
age on prepaid letters, for the transmission of newspapers 
by mail, free of postage, thirty miies from the place where | 
printed, or within the Congressional district in which they | 
are published, and for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the petition of M.C. Riggs, J. S. Tichenor, and 24 
others, citizens of the same place, on the same subject. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Chapman 
& Spawn, and 13 others, citizens of Indianapolis, Indiana, 





By Mr. PHQENIX: A memorial of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, recommending the early attention of | 
Congress to the claims for captures, by cruisers of the Re- 
public of France, prior to the year 1800. 

Also, petitions of citizens of New York and elsewhere, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage. | 

Also, a memorial of the Life-Saving Benevolent Asso- | 
ciation of New York. 

By Mr. REED: The memorial of 106 officers and soldiers | | 
of the war of 1812, praying bounty land. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of Joseph Colley and other || 
citizens of Beloit, praying Congress to adopt some measures | 
for the settlement of international difficulties by arbitration. 

Also, the petition of J. Warner and other citizens of Grant 
county, praying for the establishment of a mail-route from 
Dodgeville to Prairie du Chien, via Franklin, &c. | 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of John L. Allison and 220 || 
others, citizens of Llinois, asking the establishment of a | 
mail-route in [linois, from Greenup, in Cumberland county, 
through Paradise, to Cochran’s Grove, in Coles county. 

By Mr. MASON: A petition from sundry citizens of Lex- | 
ington, Kentucky, praying for the establishment of a mail- 
route from Maysville to Knapp’s, Kentucky. | 

hy Mr. SCHERMERHORN : The petition of 268 citizens | 
of Monroe county, for the repeal of the act of 1845, extend- | 
ing the patent for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Isabel Ingraham and | 
56 others, citizens of Pawtucket, Massachusetts, praying for 
a reduction of postage on prepaid letters, to two cents. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of sundry 
citizens of Bedford and Huntingdon counties, Pennsylvania, | 
praying for the establishment of a post-route from Hopewell, 
Bedford county, via Broadtop, Beavertown, and Glasgow, 
to Mill Creek, Huntingdon county—about thirty-four miles. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of a large and re- 
spectable portion of the citizens of Peoria city, Iinois, for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of D. H. Ketchum and 


others, citizens of Oakland county, Michigan, for cheap 
stage. 











By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Levi Berry, jr., of 
Smyrna, and 26 others, praying Congress to establish a mail- 





route from Houston to Smyrna, in the county of Aroustook, 
and State of Maine. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Isaac Thomas and 
30 other citizens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the establishment of an Agricultural bureau. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : The petition of Swim- 
field Anderson, Thomas J. Kyle, and sundry other citizens, 
of Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying the establishment 
of a mail-route from Rogersville, Tennessee, to Jonesville 
Virginia. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of L. Wiswall and 
24 other citizens of Brooks, in the State of Maine, praying 
Congress to pass a law establishing the rates of postage on 
prepaid letters, at two.cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of John Brown and 56 
other citizens of Sabine county, Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post-route from Arrow-Rock, via Cam- 
bridge, Pttra, Miami, and Cow-Creek, to Marshall, and 
from Marshall to Arrow-Rock. 

Also, the memorial of the Pacific Railroad Company, in- 
corporated by the Legislature of the State of Missouri, pray- 
ing a do. ation of a portion of the public land lying on the 
route of said road, in said State, to aid in the construction ot 
a arene from the city of St. Louis to the western line of 
said State. 


Also, the petition Gideon Frary and 65 other citzens of 


the county of St. Genevieve, Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post-route from the city of St. Genevieve 
to Farmington. 

Also, the petition of William D. McCrocken and 2} other 
citizens of St. Francois county, Missouri, for the same ob- 


ject. 


| rope. 
| idea. The memorialist entertains a strong convic. 


|| and with t 
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ing that provision be made by law for the orial erat - 
— by a jury, before they are delivered to their — 
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Also, the petition of the same. vin. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 15, 1850. 

Mr. CHASE. I beg leave to submit to the Sep. 
ate the memorial of a highly respectable citizen of 
Cincinnati, on a subject of great interest, for suc} 
action as may be thought appropriate. The me. 
morialist is Dr. J. H. Pulte, a gentleman of grea, 
intelligence, who has devoted much of his ap a. 
tention to the subject to which he invites ours, He 
proposes the construction of a telegraph to connec; 
the old world with the new, and asks such action 
by Congress as may contribute to the realization 
of his project. The route proposed is across the 
continent to some point in California; thence alone 
the coast to Behring’s straits; thence across those 
straits, and through northern Asia and Europe, to 
St. Petersburg, and to the western cities of fp. 
It is a grand, though somewhat Startling 


tion that it is entirely practicable. He has heli 
extensive communications on the subject, and has 
made himself acquainted with the geography of 
the —t through which the telegraph is to pass, 
e details properly belonging to such an 

enterprise. Among other distinguished men, he 
has consulted the celebrated Humboldt, and has 
his sanction, as I undersjand, to his general views, 
Without saying anything further, at this time, | 
will move that the memorial be referred to the 


| Committee on Commerce, and that it be printed. 


I believe the facts and views presented in the me- 
morial cannot fail to interest every Senator. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ts ICKINSON presented resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York 
in relation to claims for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Utica, Oneida coun- 
ty, New York, asking that a reduction of postage 
be made on all prepaid letters to two cents on the 
half ounce; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

WOODWORTH’S PATENT. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of cit- 
izens of Fowlersville, in the State of New York, 
remonstrating against the further extension of 
Woodworth’s patent planing machine, on the 
ground—lIst. because the patent has already been 
twice extended. 2d. Because the owners of said pa- 
tent have already realized from it a very large sum 
beyond all expenses, and the patent has still seven 
years to run. 3d. Because the owners of said 
patent are grasping, oppressive, and unscrupulous 
and exercise their patent rights in the worst spiri! 
of monopoly. 4th. Because the practice of extend: 
ing patents by special acts of Congress is fraught 
with many temptations to fraud, and tend strongly 
to bring the whole patent system into contempt 
with the people, to the great injury of inventors, 
and all persons interested in sustaining patent rights 
before juries; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

INDIA-RUBBER PATENTED FABRICS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented four 
several petitions, very numerously signed, by cil 
zens of the States of New York, New Jersey, and 
Rhode Island, engaged in the manufacture of fab- 
rics from India rubber, asking an amendment o! 
the patent laws. The petitioners represent thet 
the present law is defective in many respects, bu! 
especially in its provisions in regard to the reiss 
of patents, and in the want of suitable provision 
to enable a interested to institute a process 
by which the validity of patents may be tested an! 
set aside whenim issued. ‘These petitions 
were referred t the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 
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Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of citizens || for the construction of a harbor on the Delaware, ! 
Franklin county, In the State of Massachusetts, at Reedy Island, asked to be discharged from the. 
sking the adoption of measures for the adjust- | further consideration of the same, and that it be 
gent of international difficulties by arbitration; | referred to the Committee on Commerce; which | 
ghich was referred to the Committee on Foreign | was concurred in. ; | 
Relations. | Also, from the same committee, to which were 
Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of offi- | referred House bills for the relief of E. Pavenstedt 
ers of volunteers who served in the late war with | and Schumacher, and for the relief of Ferguson and || 
vfexico, asking to be allowed additional bounty | Milhardo, reported back the same without amend- 
ignds; which was referred to the Committee on | ment, and recommended their passage. 
\jilitary Affairs. Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
“Mr. STURGEON submitted additional docu- || tee on are Affairs, to which was referred the 
nents relating to the case of Chas. C. Mullin; which || memorial of George G. Goss, late chaplain of the 
yere referred to the Committee on Pensions. , Kentucky Infantry in Mexico, relative to a bury- 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a me- |, ing ground in that city for citizens of the United 
norial of citizens residing in the valley of the || States, asked to be discharged from the further 
northwestern lakes, asking the adoption of means | consideration of the same, and that it be referred 
for acquiring @ free right to the navigation of the | to the Committee on Foreign Relations; which 
g, Lawrence rivet; which was referred to the || was concurred in. 
Committee on Commerce. Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
Also, a petition of the citizens of Dane county, | merce, to which was referred the bill to establish | 
Wisconsin, asking a reduction of the rates of post- | a port of entry and delivery at Little Rock, Ar- | 
we; which was referred to the Committee on the |, kansas, reported ‘‘A bill supplemental to the several 
Post Office and Post Roads. | acts of Congress, providing for the better security | 
Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens || of the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro- 
of Brooks county, in the State of Maine, asking a || pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for other | 
reduction of postage. Also, a petition of citizens || purposes,’’ as a substitute; which was read and |! 
of China, in the State of Maine, to the same effect; | passed to a second reading. | 
which petitions were referred to the Committee on |} Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
the Post Office and Post Roads. referred the resolution of the Senate as to the ex- | 
Mr. WALKER presented a petition of the || pediency of providing by law for a salary for the | 
sachem, counsellors, and head men of the Stock- || collector of customs of the district of Middleton, || 
bridge tribe of Indians, asking that all future pay- || Connecticut, made an adverse report on the same; | 
| 




























ments of annuities, or other moneys hereafter to || which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
be made to those Indians, under treaty stipula- || printed. 

tions, may be made to the sachem and counsellors ||} Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
of the nation, and not per capita. | diciary, to which was referred the bill to regulate 

Mr. WALKER and Mr. DICKINSON briefly || the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, 
explained, and advocated the cause of these Indi- || and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of | 
ans; and then the memorial was referred to the || the United States, and for other purposes, re- | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. | ported back the same without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of John E. || Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post Office 
Macdonald and James C. W. Macdonald, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee on the 
subject. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of Iowa, asking a grant of land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Bur- 
lington to Council Bluffs, in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same State, ask- 
ing the establishment of a mail-route from the seat 
of justice in Boone county, to Wintesset; and a 
mail-route from Knoxville to Wintesset, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the same State, 
aking a grant of land to aid in the construction || dient. 
ofarailroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs; RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


ae was referred to the Committee on Public || Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
Also ‘al of citi f the S following resolution; which was considered by 
erin & memorial of citizens of the States of | unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
owa and Illinois, asking an appropriation for the || Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of the |; structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
Upper Mississippi river; which was referred to the || widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, 
Committee on Commerce - who were lost in the United States vessels the Grampus 
Mr. C ‘ nS i and the Sea Gull, similar relief to that which has at different 
Mr, HASE presented a petition of citizens of || times been granted to the widows and orphans of the offi- 
wey: Ohio, remonstrating against the renewal of || cers, seamen, and marines, of the Epervier, Hornet, Syiph, 
oodworth’s patent planing machine; which was 








| ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for 
| his relief; which was read and passed to a second 
| reading. 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the bill to provide for additional clerks in 
‘the Post Office Department, and a bill providing 
| for the post office and mail service in California 
'and Oregon, reported back the same without 
| amendment. 

| Judiciary, to which was referred a petition of cer- 
| tain citizens of New York, asking that the law 
| inflicting death for crime may be repealed, re- 
| ported, that legislation on the subject is inexpe- 


and Post Roads, to which was referred the petition ] 
of Rufus Dwinell, submitted a report, which was || 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the || 


words explanatory of its provisions. As it is 


short, | witl read it, if Senators will give me their 
attention. 


A bill to provide the incipient measures necessary for the 
construction ofa railroad from the Mississippi river to the 
— ye n. 

+ 1. Be it enacted bythe Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United St of America in Ae. assem- 
bled, That with a view to the ultimate construction of a 
railroad from some suitable point on the Mississippi river 
to some suitable coast on the Pacific ocean, within the ju- 
risdiction of the United States, there shall be detailed from 
the corps of topographical engineers a sufficient force, 
whose duty it shall be to proeced, as soon as practicable, to 
select, survey, locate, and mark, on the most proper and 


| eligible ground, a route not mor. than three hundred feet 


wide for said railroad, and to make and report to the Secre- 


| tary of War a map of such survey and location, together 
| with an approximate estimate of the cost of constructing 
| such railroad. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as prac- 


| ticable after said route shall have been surveyed and located, 
| there shall be surveyed, as tie other lands of the United 


States have been heretofore s rveyed, three townships 
wide, on each side of said route, through the whole extent 
of the public lands along such route ; which lands, 80 to be 
surveyed, (except such as shall be known to contain m nes 
of the gross or precious metals, or precious stones, and ex. 
cept two sections to be reserved. as near as may be to the 
centre of each township, for village and schoo! purposes, 


|| and such other sites as may be necessary for forts, arsenals, 


dock-yards, navy-yards, or other public purposes,) shall be 
granted and patented by the United States, free of cost, in 
quantities not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, to 
each person whe shall settle upon, occupy, and cultivate 
the same for one year: Provided, That such occupant shali 
be the head of a family, or, if single, of the age of twenty- 
one years or upward a citizen of the United States, or 
having declared his or her intention to become such, accord- 
ing to the naturalization laws of the United States, and 


|| moreover, shall not be the owner of other land in the United 


States: ind preneess further, That such grants shall be 
made upon the express conditions subsequent (and which 
conditions shall be set forth in each patent) that such 
grantee shall never alienate or convey the land so to him 
or her granted, to any other person or corporation who shall 
own, or wholwonuld thereby become the owner of, more than 
| one hundred and sixty acres of land within the United 
States, and if a married man, without the consent of his 
| wife; and that the land so granted shall never be subjected 
to forced sale, levy, or execution for debt, by virtue of any 
execution or other process from a court o’ law, or under 
any decree of a court of equity. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
| purpose of carrying this act into execution. 


| 


| It will be perceived that the first section provides 
| for an- examination, survey, and location of a 
route for the road, and for an estimate of the 

robable cost of its construction. Since this sub- 
| ject was first agitated, | have ever thought this 
| was all Congress should do, in the first instance, 
as regards the construction of the road itself; but 
| when this shall be done—when a practicable route 
| shall be discovered and located, and the cost shall 
be ascertained to be such as the Government will 


| 





|| ineur—there will be yet difficulties in the way 


| which will render the enterprise, upon any ordi- 

nary plan, an anomaly in the enterprises of na- 
| tions. To stretch forth a railroad for a distance 
| of two thousand miles, through an unbroken wil- 
| derness, inhabited by savages only, with no sup- 
| plies distributed along the route, no resident guard 
| for the works as constructed, and no inhabitants 
|| to create a way travel and freight, as parts of the 
| road shall be finished, seems to be an undertaking, 
| if not chimerical, certainly novel, dangerous, and 

doubtful of success. Scarcely any one will doubt 

that, if all supplies are to be furnished and trans- 
| ported from the settlements, a guard to be stationed 





and other vessels of the United States navy which have been 
ordered to lie on the table. 


lost at sea. 
Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of members 
of the Legislature of New J ersey, in favor of a re- 
duction of the rates of postage. 
Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of John 
ynton and John W. Boynton, remonstrating 
—_ the renewal of Wood worth’s patent planing 
ine, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
lary Affairs, to which was referred the several me- 
morials of seamen who served in the Gulf and Pa- 
cific squadrons during the Mexican war, in favor 
of allowing them bounty lands, submitted a report 
on the same, which was ordered to be printed, 
‘ccompanied by a bill granting a bounty in land 
'o the seamen of the Guit and Pacific squadrons 
equal to that already granted to soldiers and 
marines who served in the Mexiean war; which 
was read and to a second reading. RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Mr. WALKER. Mr; President, in pursuance 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of || of previous notice, | now ask leave to introduce a 
“tizens of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation || bill, and in presenting it, I desire to offer a few 


| 

| 

| which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
| agreed to: 

| structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
| 


military road from Dubuque, Iowa, via Forts Atkinson and 
Snelling, to Fort Gaines, in Minnesota Territory. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


_ duce a bill to amend an act approved the 3d of 
| March, 1837, entitled **An act to amend an act 
| entitled an act for laying off the towns of Fort 
| Madison and Burlington, in the count 
| Moines, and the towns of Bellevue, Dubu ue, 
_and Mineral Point, in the county of lowa, Ter- 
| ritory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes.”’ 
| approved 2d of July, 1836; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 





Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; || 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 


| Mr. JONES asked and obtained leave to intro- || 


of Des | 


/at the public expense, laborers to be procured, 
and to reside, in the mean time, in the wilder- 
ness, among savages, subject to all the dangers 
| and privations of such a life, the cost of construc- 
| tion will be double what it would be if the road 
|| ran through an inhabited country. 
| The difficulties can only be overcome by settling 
the country along the route of the road. So far 
+ as I amcapable of judging, this settlement can only 


i} 
\| 
|| 


| be effected for the purposes of the object had in 
|| view by the plan proposed by the second section 
‘of the bill. That the country would be settled 
| under these provisions almost as fast as the lands 
‘could be surveyed, I have little or no doubt. 
| The inducements to settlement would be greater 
| than ever were before offered. The prospects of 
| home—of lasting, protected, permanent home, 
without cost, on this great Appian way—would 
attract the attention of the hardy enterprise and 
adventure of this entire Republic. 
| Supposing the distance to be two thousand 
| miles, there would be opened to free settlement 
| 280,000 quarter sections of land. Supposing them 


| to be occupied by families averaging four persons 








ee 
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+ a | ee 
i! each, and you would have a population distributed | The adverse report of the Committee on Naval || consequence of the excitement and interest On th 
{ along the route of 1,152,000. Add te this one- | Affairs, in the case of William H. Burns, was || subject of the territories. . 
| quarter as many more for those settled in the vil- | taken up and concurred in. | The motion was agreed to. 
lages as mechanics, tradera, anil so forth,and | ‘The adverse report of the Committee on Naval || Mr. BRADBURY. Alread 


the th 
others not permanently settled, but inhabiting the || Affairs, in the case of Francis B. Stockton, was || days of the next week are pt at to Gp teat 


country generally as laborera, and you have a | taken up; and, on motion by Mr. BERRIEN, laid } eration of other subjects. I merely make the cy» 
ones of 1,440,000—nearly a million and a |! upon the table. | gestion, that Thursday next, at a quarter before 
alf. This, sir, will secure the completion of the || The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, |, one o’clock, be assigned for the consideration of 
your road. Should the Government then aban- || on the petition of William A. Duer, was taken up || this resolution; but | will leave it to the honorahjj 

don the enterprise, every mile of the road would || and concurred in. || Senator from Connecticut to make the motion. 
be made by the enterprise of the freemen along || The adverse report of the Committee on Public || Mr. SMITH. I feel myself under obligations 
iis lines. For every mile of it there would be || Lands, on the memorial of the Legislature of | to the honorable Senator from Maine for callin 

a hundred and forty-four independent proprie- || Missouri, in relation to the preémption laws, was || attention to this subject. So far as the resolution 
tors, stimulated by all the prospects of gain and || taken up and concurred in. | itself is concerned, it is a matter of perfect indi. 
fortune. Supposing the cost to be $20,000 per || The adverse report of the same committee, on | ference to me whether it is passed or not, but | 
mile, they would have to contribute but about || the petition of settlers on the mouth of the Onto- |; desire to have an opportunity to make a rep| to 


$138 each to build it themselves, but little more || ganon river, in Michigan, was taken up and con- || some remarks in the speech of my friend from 
than two thirds of what the land of each would || curred in. Maine. ; 
cost, if he had to purchase it of the Government. | The adverse report of the Committee on Public The motion to make the resolution the 
Each mile would contribute its own labor, and || Lands, on the resolution of the Senate, asking || order for Thursday next, was agreed to, 
manufacture its tools and implements, with every || whether an amendment to the act of July 11, 1849, THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 
variety of wheel carriage used. Each mile would || so as to authorize the sale or assignment of land The Senat in Ouinndan at 
furnish its own supplies and: provisions, animals || warrants before they are actually issued at the iatiarde _ sid oo ee the Whole, 
of draught and burden, and its own guard and de- || office, was taken up and concurred in. oo h itt e vide ieee 0 me Special order, 
fenders.. And, besides, as each mile of the road || The adverse report of the Committee on Com- sara e bill providing for the taking of the sey. 
was completed, it would be through a settled coun- || merce, on the petition of David P. Barhydt, was || rhe neat “ ti ‘ 
try, which would contribute at once toa profitable || taken up and concurred in. ; m th Pill anemia eves to recom. 
way travel and freight; otherwise the road would || The adverse report of the Committee on Claims, || _ +i . » wi “s h Sis 0 exc = from it 
be comparatively unused, until completed the | on the petition of sundry citizens of Michigan, | oe me a Parr fon as relates to the 
whole distance, and would then have to be sup- || in favor of Hubert La Croix, was taken up and ooMr, BADGER ie " 4. eh di 
ported in a great degree by the through travel and || concurred in. f e : made the pending motion 
or the purpose of ascertaining whether the Senate 


ta ic i j | ° ° 
freight, which never yet would keep a railroad in || QoypENsSATION TO AN INJURED OFFICER. || would pursue the practice of taking these numer. 


pair, if of onsiderable length. 1] : eats ; 
rae Se “ my plan would lay the basis || On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate pro- || 0U8 statistics. If the Senate are in favor of having 


| 
of the happiest plan of settlement that the Gov- | ceeded to the consideration, as in Committee of || —_ ae ae ware on and ascertain how the 
ernment can ever adopt for the country—one which || the Whole, of the report of the Committee on the | § au ae taken; but id they are opposed to it, they 
would secure more and more lasting happiness and |, District of Columbia in favor of giving to Owen | ihe DAVIS. of tesen h T 

independence, than could be secured by any other || Connolly his pay, from the time of his removal || r. 2 0 eee d he amend. 
that has ever been tried. It isa plan looking far | from the police of the Capitol to the present time, in || Ment can ae cananaaaal Sechaane everythin 
into the future, and to the interests and happiness || consideration of injuries sustained by him while in |! Uateds os ct ahading ae . € Inhabitants of the 
of generations that shall come. It is one which || the discharge,of his public duties, and which have | nited States. t h is the kof 3 of the Senate, 
the country can adopt only while the public do- |, disabled him for life; and no amendment having || oe will eee ort of thi a a But, unless 
main is yet in the Government. When that is | been offered, it was reported to the Senate, ordered |. ae endt ee this nee intend 
gone, the opportunity to provide against large || t0 be engrossed fora third reading, read a third l to ta a aed uae er altace 
landed proprietorships will be gone also; and when || ume, and passed. | cascenieaneenaie wg: ienodes wears jer dete 
redundant population comes, our country will || COMMISSARIAT DEPARTMENT. his ied ane mn aad mat ntleman has 


suffer all the miseries which have attended the || 6, motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, th 
on . 1] y Mr. Di » 0 Ississippl, the Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and n 
same causes in England, Ireland, and Europe. || Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill to || on the motion to recommit, and siveih were order: 
Many schemes or plans for the construction of || increase the commissariat of the army. | and, being taken, were yeas 16, nays 29. ” ’ 


this great work have been suggested, but all have |) The bill havine been read : 
seemed to look to vast individual speculations only. || = ; || The question then recurred on the amendment 


Mr. DAVIS said: I will state that this bill has || by Mr. B 

: : r. Borzanp, toadd to the 20th section the 
a ae re qesmde i the money een been under consideration before, and that the ob- || siteeia ; 

of a general good to a great class—-and that ciass the | ict is to provide four commissaries from the line || ificati 4 
poor but enterprising—as well as the good of the |) J P }| St Puseened, SUSE Se Cie StneenEnas, -eptenginee, 


} 
1 
| 


Special 


| 
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j 
| amendment, is in these words: 

|| Spc. 20. And be it further enacted, That, as by law itis 
' 

1 

| 


; : yt ter || of the army, of the rank of captains, being exactly || compendiums, abstracts, tables, and other statements, in 
Government. My plan has nothing of individual || the number now employed in the commissariat || any form, of the returns of the census, and the printing for 
speculation for the capitalist in it; but while it || ane, in 
avoids this, it secures the end, and at the same time | jy future, instead of detailing that number of of- || under the direction and supervision, of the Secretary of the 

: : : g 
secures incalculable blessings to a large, deserving, of Congress, under the same rules, and on the same terms, 
commissariat. The advantages of such an ar- || Upon which other printing for Congress is now done, or may 
no sacrifice to the interests of the Government, but || a j how 
. a ne ee megs ’ rangement, I suppose, are generally understood | force. or which may b- in force at the time when said priat- 
with ama I . and appreciated by the Senate. | ing shall have to be done.” 
estimation, subjects introduced here derive more | Senator from Mississippi explain the reason why 
of their importance from the name of the one in- || ; 
nts army when the war is over? 
and I am equally aware that mine is not yeta Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Though the war | tend the census, he is also hereby required to carry into 
name to lend importance to this measure. But 1 | effect the provisions of this act, and especially to that end 
contrary, they are greatly extended. These posts |) ‘ the firs 
receive the support of Senators whose names are |) aye een . Manes, Coma. eat" Califernia, | shals, so that the enumeration may commence on 
always influential with the country, and give char- We require officers as commissaries of the highest || in each and every district, and sub-division of districts ; 10 
: ( be | ability, and we have not now a sufficient number draw up and distribute at the same time, printed instructions, 
in a law, I will venture the humble prediction that || 
never was a measure received with more public || 
' 
| 


by detail from the army. The bill provides that | taking the same, provided for in this act, prepared by, or 
& Ht larl lb h 1 Interior, shall be printed by the printers of the two Houses 
7 ; a. : cers, they shall be regular appointec the 
and meritorious class of our fellow-citizens, with | : y Dg y 
|| be done, by any act or joint resolution of Congress now in 
tam as well aware as any other, that in public | Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would like to hear the | 2 gta : ; 
, 7 : || The section to which it is proposed to add this 
h coe ete Betai : it is necessary to increase the commissariat of the 
tagducing: apm, Anan seam their istsineic merit; | made the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to superin- 
: . , is over, our posts have not been decreased; on the | : er 
have brought it forward with the hope that it may | to provide blanks, and distribute the same among the mat- 
day of June next, and be taken with reference to that day 
acter to public enterprises. If it shall be carried 
of officers for these, and other additional duties defining and explaining the duties of such as collect the sta- 
, se, b> 
favyor—never was one more unanimously popular— | 


tistics, and the limits by which such duties are circum- 

Consequently, officers have been detailed from the || scribed, in a clear and intelligible manner ; to see, also, 
: . || line of the army to perform this service. I will 

than will be the one I now submit. It is buta 

general plan or system—one which will require 


| Sistants, to make returns of their respective doings, com- 
pleted, at the earliest possible day, before the sad first day 
of October next; and, further, as the returns are so made, 
| to cause the same to be classified and arranged in the best 
| and most convenient manner for use, and —— thousand 
| copies thereof to be printed for distribution.” 


that all due diligence is employed by the marshals and as 
also state to the Senator from Kentucky, that a || 
| 
| 
| 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish some 


, : . | new question has risen as to the manner of sup- 

much amendment in detail, 1 do not, therefore, || plying the posts situated in those remote countries. 

submit it as a complete proposition. . The commissary has done much to improve the 

The bill was read a first and second time, and | character of the supplies, while he has at the same 

referred to the Committee on Commerce. time reduced the expenditures of the army. It is 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


necessary there should be a number of officers, | member of the committee would eryitin—o". 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention || equal to the number of posts, and it is necessary || whether the bleak have not hone already prinwss 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to extend the pro- || the bill should be passed now, that these commis- || for ee »W “i a oe ot ie mene 
visions of the laws granting pensions to widows eo re have their instructions, and enter on a = ee " the oo ! Tice yer 
soldiers of the revolutionary army. | their duties. | whe a a wm - =a « . yon a ‘ 
Mr. BORLAND gave notice of his intention to | The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora injure the character 0 e work, by 8 


. r ; 1) ehe ; : he arrangements. 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled “* An act || third reading, and was subsequently read a third || ‘ nee : j 
to amend an act entitled an act to settle the titles | time and passed. Mr. BORLAND. Theamendmentis one whic 


; nt 
of certain tracts of land in the State of Arkansas,” || REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. | cree aewren . ee oo eee, bet 
approved 3d of March, 1839. _ Mr. BRADBURY. [I ask the unanimous con- || merely to say a word by way of explanation. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. || sent of the Senate to take up a resolution, which I || In the words of this amendment, it is required that 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of |, offered some days since, respecting removals from || the printing which has now to be done, shall be 
} office. It has been laid over from time to time, in |) done under the direction and supervision of th 


adverse reports lying on the table. 





ec moe aces lO; 


_—_—ee 








1850. 


—— } 
Secretary of the Interior. The other printing is 
» be done under the supervision of the Committee 

Printing. The Senator will recollect that it | 
yo happen that the Senate may not adopt these | 
we which I understand the census board have || 
orepared (referring to tables which the honorable || 
Cenator held in his hand,) but may adopt other } 
ables, which have been prepared by the census | 
committee. The Senate may adopt the one or the 
other. 1 ask the Senator, whether these tables 
have been prepared by the census board or the 
census committee f 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. That I am |! 
ynable to answer. I do not know who laid the 
tables on the desks of Senators; I cannot answer 
the question. 

Mr. DAWSON. |! 
mittee on Printing will 








bly he may receive the information he desires. 
‘Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understand the 
jistinct question put to me is, whether these | 


Printing holds in his hand, are those adopted by 
the census board. ; | 
bythe census board, which I gave to the Senate | 
on a former occasion. 
re with them or not, I cannot answer. 
Mr. BORLAND. A letter is handed to me by | 
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Mr. DAVIS. 
census board. 

Mr. BORLAND. But supposing the tables of 
the census board are not adopted. The Senator 
from Massachusetts tells us that the committee do 
not propose to take these tables, but their own. 
Then, the tables prepared by the census board 
being thrown aside, and those proposed by the 
committee adopted, they will be printed, under a 


different rule from the rest of the printing, and not 


under this contract. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. M 


reason for 


keeping this printing in the hands of the census | 


board is this—and I do not think any confusion 
can arise in one alternative or the other—the cen- 
sus board have purchased an amonnt of paper 


If the chairman of the Com- || adapted to these tables, which is not easy to be ob- | 
ask the chairman of the || tained; and inasmuch as they have done this—in- 
committee on the census for a letter addressed to 1 
him by the secretary of the census board, possi- 1 


asmuch, as will be seen from their letter, by and by, 


think it is advisable, whateyer tables we may 


| mitting the subject into the hands of the census 


I have here the tables adopted || board. 


| Mr. BORLAND. That explanation certainly 


Whether these will com- || removes much of the difficulty; still it does not | 


avoid a very considerable expense to be incurred, 
if the tables prepared by the census board should 


afriend of my left, [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi,} || not be adopted. 


written by the secretary of the census board, 
which will, | suppose, answer the question [ have | 
ut. 

The Secretary read the letter alluded to, as 


follows: 
Orrice or Census Boarp, 

Wasuineton, March 15, 1850. | 
Dear Sir: T have the honor to send you a copy of the | 
blanks prepared by the census board, for which allow me.to | 
solicit your critical examination. 
With unfeigned regard, I have the honor to be, sir, your | 
obedient servant, JOS. C. G. KENNEDY, | 
Secretary Census Board. | 
Col. Jsrrerson Davis, Senate U. S. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I beg permis- | 
sion to inquire whether these are the tables which 
have been laid upon the desks of Senators this || 
morning ? i 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I received a || 
bundle of these papers with the letter this morn- || 
ing. 

Some discussion took place here in regard to | 
the policy of adopting the plan of tables of the | 
census committee, instead of the census board, in | 
which Messrs. BORLAND and DAVIS, of Mis- |) 
sissippi, participated. | 

Mr. BORLAND. As I said before, it is not |. 
my intention to press very earnestly the adoption |, 
of my amendment. I proposed it with a view || 
of accomplishing pretty much what the Senator || 
from Massachusetts seems now disposed to ac- || 
complish, but which, at the time, I did not believe |: 
was provided for in the census bill; and I confess |! 
that am not yet altogether satisfied that it is so || 
provided. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
amend the bill so that it shall be satisfactory. I 
propose to add the following as a proviso to the | 
20th section: 


“Provided, howerer, That all the printing, except the 
blank tables, shall be executed under the provision of the 
existing law, and the census board shall have charge of the 
printing of the blauks.?? 

Mr. BORLAND. Well, sir, 1 do not deem it 
necessary to say more in support of the amend- 
ment, but leave the Senate to vote upon it without 
further remark from me. 

While I am up, I would ask the chairman of the 
census committee, if he and the committee aban- 
don the tables which they themselves had pre- 
pared, and take in their place those prepared by 
the census board ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. No; 1 have 
made no proposition gp that subject, but I shall 
have a proposition oe 
comesup. The subject has been passed upon by 
the committee, and when it comes properly before 


the Senate, I shall be prepared to make a propo- 
sition on it. 


the printing but these preliminary tables. 
r. DAWSON. Yes, that is it. 











make when that subject | 


Some further discussion took place on this 
| point, between Messrs. BORLAND, DAVIS of 
| Massachusetts, and UNDERWOOD, in regard to 
| the delay in executing the public printing, and in 
| regard to making provision for the printing of a 
| compendium of the next census; when the last- 


named gentleman offered the following proviso to | 


the 20th section, viz: 


“ Provided, That contracts for material!sand printing of said 
copies shall be given to the lowest bidder, after due adver- | 


tisement, who shall execute bonds, with approved security, 
for the perlormanuce of the work..”? 


I prefer this amendment, because it would bring 
the public printing into general competition, in- 


| stead of leaving it to be compensated at any rate 


which Congress may hereafter apply to the Con- 
gressional printing. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD said he preferred this 


amendment because it would bring the public | 


printing into general competition. 


This proposition was discussed by Messrs. || 


SMITH, DAWSON, BORLAND, and BAD- 
GER, when 

Mr. SHIELDS inquired whether the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Arkansas |Mr. Bortanp} 
did not provide for the entire printing, the prepa- 
ratory as well as any other. 

Mr. BORLAND. No; [have stricken out that 
portion which refers to the preparatory printing, 


as the Senator will find on an examination of the | 
amendment, so that it relates now only to the || 


printing of the census returns. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


I propose to 1 of reservation in regard to the preparatory print- 
| in 


g. 
| Mr. BORLAND. I think the Senator will find, 


| I will read it before I make the remarks I propose 
| to olfer: 


} 
{ 








they have caused tables to be stereotyped—lI | 


adopt, that they should go and finish the business. | 
That is my view, and whatever tables may be | 
tables, which the chairman of the Committee on || adopted, would not change the propriety of com- | 


On hearing the amendment | 
read, I thought it would require some express words | 


| on hearing me read the amendment as it is now |) 
| modified, that it proposes to print only the returns. || 


Provided, That all the classifications, arrangements, com- | 
|| pendiums, abstracts, and other statements, in any form, of the 
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It leaves these tables with the | amendment, as I propose it, does provide for such 
| supervision and direction. | not only use the word 
|| direction,” but “ supervision,” and if I under- 


| stand the meaning of those words, it is, that the 
|| individual to whom this duty is assigned, shall 
, have the control of it as to the manner of its being 
| executed. So much for the supervision of the 
| work. The amendment also declares, that the 
| work shall be executed by the ** printers for the 
two houses of Congress.’ 
Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) There are three 
| of them. 
| Mr. BORLAND. Well, it makes very little 
| difference whether there is one or a dozen of them. 
The work is to be done by the printers for Con- 
gress. They are individuals, certainly; and so far 
as the execution of the work is concerned, it seems 
| to me that a subdivision of the labor into a num- 
| ber of competent hands, would certainly secure 
its execution as rapidly and properly as if all 
| should be put into one hand. 
Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) But the amend- 
ment does not provide any person to subdivide it. 
Mr. BORLAND. I will show to the Senator, 
if he will allow me time, that he mistakes. He 
' objects, then, thatno persons are specified. I say 
that the persons are indicated by the express words 
of the am-ndment. I say the printers for the two 
| houses of Congress—not alluding to any particu- 
lar individual now doing the printing; but it goes 
further, and refers to those who shall be such 
printers at the time the work shall have to be done; 
so that there shall be no mistahe—no ambiguity— 
no confusion about it. Certainly there can be no 
want of explicitness in the amendment in this par- 
| ticular, for it expressly provides that they shali do 
' the work. 
Now, how shall they do the work? They shall 
| do it **under the same rules, and on the same 
‘terms, upon which other printing for Congress 
‘is now done, or may be done, by any act or joint 
| resolution which may be in force at the time 
|| * said printing shall have to be done.” We may 
| change the whole sysym, and this provides that 
the census printing shall be done on such terms, 
| and under such rules, as we may think proper to 
|| adopt in regard to the public printing, if we find 
|, the present a Now what do rulee and 
terms mean? The rules apply to the manner— 
that is, the quantity and character of the work— 
| and the terms apply to the rates of payment. Now 
it is certainly very clear—it ust be obvious to 
|, every one—that the * rules and terms”? upon which 
work is to be done, must include the price which 
is to be paid. Well, the price for printers’ work 
is never specified in the aggregate, but a certain 
rule is agreed upon, which constitutes * term ’’— 
|| certain modes of computation—by which the char- 
| acter and extent of the work, and the quality, is 
|| ascertained by measure: this includes the ** rules.” 
Mr. BADGER. We have one rate for printing 
|| bills, another for reports, and another for docu- 
ments. Now which is taken under the amend- 
ment of the Serator? 
|| Mr. BORLAND. I answer the Senator, under 
|| the same rules and terms—that is, the same modes 
|| of computation, and the same rates of payment, for 
| a similar character of work. , 
Mr. BADGER. But we have not the same 
|| character of work. 
|| Mr. BORLAND. The Senator is mistaken ; 
and on that point I will read a part of the present 
printing contract, which will show that it does 


| returns of the census, provided for in this act, printed by or |! provide for certain printing, which includes this 


| under the direction aud supervision of the Secretary of the 


Interior’ — 
** Under the direction and supervision’’—I beg 


| 


| ‘* of the Secretary of the Interior’ — 


| 6 Shall be printed by the printers for the two houses of | 
Hf Congress, under the same rules and on the same termg’’— 


I beg, also, to call the attention of the Senator to | 


| papas: 
|| this point: . 
‘*Under the same rules, and on the same terms, u 


| which other printing ‘or Congress is now done, or may be 
| done, by any act or joint resolution which may be in force | 





| at the time when said printing shall have to be done.” 


The Senator objected, as I understood him, that | 
Mr. BORLAND. It will be observed that the |, there was no person provided by this amendment, || 
amendment, as the Senator read it just now, does || under whose direction and supervision this work | 
hot include this kind of printing; it includes all 


should be done. 


the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Banger] to | 
bear in mind—not of the printing committee, but-|| 


With great deference, and the | 
| very highest respect for that Senator’s discrimina- || 
| tion, | must be permitted to say, that I think the |) 


|| very character of work—not, it may be, in identi- 
|| cal words, yet expressing clearly the same thing, 
;, and no other meaning can attach to it: 

* Part C, of the fifth class.—Consisting of ta»ular state- 
ments, of the orders of the day, lists of yeas and nays, cir- 
|| cular letters, and all other printing ofa miscellaneous char 
acter, li te Various sizes Of royal Octave, quatlo post, or 
| Wlio cap, or Any Other size not otherwise specified.—Senate 
Doc. 66, p. 15, 21 session 20th Congress. 

Now, sir, [ think that covers the whole case. 
| And if the Senator will take the trouble to examine 

| the subject he will find that the roles and terms 

here provided, are directly applicable to the kind 
|| of printing now under consideration, and will con- 
veuiently and efficiently designate and provide fer, 
not only its quality and quantity, but the price to 
be paid for it,in terms so clear and explicit, that 
there can be no mistake about it, 

Mr. SMITH. | ask the Senator whether, if 


this work is imposed on the present Congressional 





: 
: 
: 
t 
’ 








eee ___ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


rinters, they will not inevitably sustain a very | 

eavy loss by it? 

Mr. BORLAND. I think the question of the 
Senator hus as little application to the business be- 
fore us now,as any of which I can conceive. I 
cannot think that, for the purpose of settling a | 

uestion of this sort, as to the proper legislation of | 
Cankene, and the proper mode of doing the public 


much money may be made or lost 
rinters. 

Mr. BADGER. 
he is to sustain a heavy loss, the printer may not 
refuse to do the work? The amendment makes 
no provision for such a case. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
tain a provision which fully meets that case, as I 
will show. 


y the present | 


‘done, by any act or joint resolution which may be 
*in force at the time when said printing shall have 
‘to be done.’”’ Now, does not that fully regulate 
the matter. 

Mr. BADGER. The Senator does not under- | 
atand me. Suppose the present resolution for the | 
Congressional printing continues in effect, and 
suppose those gentlemen who are contractors 
under it, understanding that it is not part of their 


duty, refuse to do this printing, what are we todo || 
They are not bound to do it, and the || 


then? 
amendment makes no provision for a case of the 
kind, 

Mr. BORLAND. I must confess that I have 
not been able to meetacase of that sort. I am 
not able, and I suppose it is impossible, to meet 
every case which the Senator may suppose. He 
may suppose anything. He might with as much 
propriety, perhaps, suppose that the printer would 
throw the work into the fire after executing it. 
Ido not see what application such a question can 
possibly have to the business before us. 

The debates which touched the subject of the 
public printing generally, the mode of its execu- 
tion, the rights of the present contractors under 
their contract, and the powers of the Committee 
on Printing under the act of 1846, was further | 
continued by Messrs. BORLAND, UNDER- | 
WOOD, DAWSON, BENTON, and DAVIS of 
Massachusetts, when 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following 
amendment, to provide for the printing of a com- 
pendium of the census: 

‘¢ That contracts for materials and printing of said copies | 
shall be given to the lowest bidder, (after due advertisement,) | 
who shall execute bond with approved security for the per- 
formance of the work.” 

Mr. BORLAND said: I rise, sir, for the single 
purpose of correcting what appears to be a misap- 
prehension on the part of the Senator from Mis- 
souri, thatthe committee are either authorized or 
required to make contracts for the public printing. 
The Senator’s remarks, in this respect, are not 
applicable to the Committee on Printing. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Unper- | 
woop’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. BORLAND. Before the vote is taken 
upon that question, I wish simply to state, that I 
agree perfectly with the Senator from Georgia in 
regard to this subject of printing, and I think that 
there should be an entire change inthe system. I 
made my motior, not because I particularly de- 
sired the printing to be contracted for now, but 
because, if it had to be done, I wished it done in 
the manner I proposed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Allow me to suggest to 
the Senator from Arkansas that he had better allow 
the vote to be taken on the amendment, and then 
move to strike out that part of the section which 
refers thousand copies to be printed for dis- 








tribution. It will be necessary to get clear of 
that. Let the amendment be adopted, and then 
strike out all that part that directs the printing. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended; and it was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. As the amendment has | 
been rejected, | a as a matterof course, that 
the words to which I have called the attention of 
the Senator will be stricken out. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask the chairm: n 
of the committee what is meant by the second ar- 





|| ston of the 


|| The VICE PRESIDENT. 
work, we can properly or parmecny inquire how | 


I ask the Senator whether, if || 


I contend that it does con- || 


The amendment provides in these || 
words: “* Under the rules and on the same terms || 
‘upon which other printing is now done, or may be || ae ; 

i P x : y || men have amendments to move to this bill, with a 








| ticle of the proviso, “ shall be an equivalent for the 
| services?’ &c. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
| ator from Wisconsin waive that until this subject 
| has been disposed of? Lunderstand that the deci- 
hair is, that the amendment proposed 
by my honorable friend from wn is rejected. 

t is rejected. 

Mr. DAVIS. As it has been rejected, I will 
offer the following amendment, to come in at the 
| end of the section: 

‘* Provided, however, That all the printing, except the blank 
tables, shall be executed under the provisions of existing 


laws, and the census board shall have clarge of printing 
| the said blanks.” 


Mr. DAWSON. Will it be in order to move 
| to substitute a new bill in the place of that which 
is under consideration ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not be 
in order to move a substitute, so long as gentle- 





| view to perfect it. - 

Mr. KING. I apprehend it will be in order, 
| Mr. President, for the honorable gentleman to 
move to strike out all except the enacting clause, 
and to insert what he chooses to propose. When 


|| that is done, however, the original bill and the | 


proposed amendment will be subject to amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that the regular course of proceeding is, 
that all amendments that may be offered, with a 


before the motion for a substitute 1s entertained. 
Mr. BUTLER. Does the Senator propose a 
| substitute for the whole bill? 


ceived. 

Mr. KING. The substitute may certainly be 
moved, and then propositions may be made to 
amend either. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts is now in 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; 1 will 
explain the amendment that I have proposed. The 
effect of it is to give to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior the authority to procure all the printing ex- 
cept the blanks, and it gives it to him under the 
existing law. An honorable Senator on my right 
suggests that the Jaw that has been read has been 
repealed. If so, I am not aware when it occurred; 
but this I know, that the departments now act 
upon the supposition that that law is in force. 
They advertise the printing to be let to the lowest 
| bidder. The answer of the Secretary to the call 
| that was made on him a few days ago by the Sen- 
| ate, certified to us that he does that. e answers 








ity with the provisions of the law. 
that it has care repealed. The result then will 
be, that whatever printing the Secretary of the In- 


|| terior haa eccasion to order, growing out of this 


exigency, he wil be obliged to advertise and take 
the lowest bid, according to the provisions of the 
act. I will add simply, for the reason already 





stated, inasmuch as the census board have pur- | 


chased this paper—inasmuch as it is expected that 
it should be used, as it is suitable for the purpose, 
/and that such paper is not at all times to be ob- 
tained—it seems to me that the board ought to be 
permitted to have charge of the priting. 

Mr. CLAY. I will thank the Secretary to read 
the proposed amendment. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. CLAY. Now, sir, | move to amend that 
amendment. The amendment that is now pro- 
posed, provides that the printing shall be done ac- 
| cording to the existing laws. What are the exist- 
| ing laws on the subject? Can anybody tell me? 
| | have understood, in reference to another of the 
departments—though perhaps I have been errone- 
ously informed—that they do not consider there is 
any existing law regulating this sulject. By the 
introduction of some clause into one of the appro- 
priation bills, I believe it is supposed that the act 
which did regulate it, was repealed. At ajl events, 
the fact is, that they all do not observe it as law, 
| and one of the departments does not feel itself 
| bound to advertise the public printing. Well, then, 
why refer to an existing law which we are not 
sure of? | propose this amendment: 

“That all printing necessary to be done inreference to the 





| census, shall be done according 
|| adverti 


Will the Sen- || 


| view to perfect the original bill, shall be received |) 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of | 
opinion that the substitute cannot now be re- || 


that he is in the practice of doing that, in conform- || 
Iam not aware || 





___ March 15, 


erticing.” to the act which requires 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
“— b-9 . act ot 1842. = fifteenth 
r. CLAY. Exactly. That wi i 
| and ex ats 7 a make it clear 
Mr. DAVIS. I find, sir, on reference 
| act, that it is the twenty-ninth chapter © the 
| of May 18, 1849. rrr a Gs on 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen t 
from Massachusetts modify his proposition: oo 
|| Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir; I have no objectio 
| That will meet my views entirely. > 
The amendment, as modified, was then read 
|| follows: s 


Provided, however, That all printing, except the blank 
I] tables, shall be executed according to the twenty-ninth x 
|| tion of the act approved the 18th of May, 1842,” _— 
| Mr. SMITH. [ understand that the ameng. 

ment of the honorable Senator from Massachy. 


| setts provides for all printing relating to the cen. 
sus. 
1 


Mr. DAVIS. All. 

Mr. SMITH. I conceive it is totally unneces. 
sary to make any provision on the subject durins 
the present session of Congress. r 

Mr. DAVIS. If the honorable Senator will 
/move to strike out of the bill the words “and 
thousand copies thereof be printed for dis. 
| tribution,” he will accomplish his object. This 
| will leave the compendiums to be provided for 

hereafter; and in order to accomplish what the 
Senator desires, | will include that in my motion, 

Mr. DAWSON. There is a portion of the 
‘| amendment which is still omitted. It is that the 
blank tables are to be printed by the census 
board. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Secretary will add the fol. 
lowing words: 

‘« And the census board shall have charge of printing said 
blanks ”’ 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
| was adopted, as follows: Strike out from the end 
of the section the words ‘* and thousand 
copies thereof to be printed for distribution,” and 
insert 

* Provided, however, That all printing, except the blank 
tables, shall be executed according to the twenty ninth sec- 
tion of the act approved the 18th of May, 1842, and that 
the census board shall have charge of printing said blanks.” 

Mr. DAVIS. After this bill was drawn up, it 
was suggested that some additional force was re- 
quired in getting out the necessary papers, and in 
distributing them, for which the bill does not 
make any distinct provision. It only provides 
for a sufficient: force when the returns shall have 
been made. I therefore move to amend the 
twenty-first section, by inserting the words “ in 
preparation for taking the statistics, and also—” 

he amendment was agreed to, and other verbal 
amendments, also, which the first amendment 
| rendered necessary; and, as amended, the section 
stands thus: 

‘See. 21. And be it further enacted, That, in order to give 
| dispatch to business, the said secretary shall be authorized to 
| contract for the necessary preparatory printing by ten days’ 
notice, instead of the time now required by law; aud, 


| further, to employ, in preparation for taking the statistics, 
!| and also in classing and arranging for the press the rewrne, 




















as may be necessary, allowing to each a fixed compensation, 
according to the grade and value of his services ; but in no 
case exceeding the usual rate for similar services.” 


Mr. D. also proposed to amend the twenty- 
second section, which was as follows: 


| “Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose 
of carrying into effect this act, and defraying the preliminary 
| 


| 
} 
| when made, so many additional « lerks, and of such grade 
| 
| 





expenses, there is hereby appropriated, out of any money it 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $150,000,” by ad¢- 
ing the following: “out of which the said Secretary of the 
Interior may allow to the person employed as the secretary 
of the census board a compensation at the rate of $3,00) pet 
aunum, during the period he has been in their employ. 

The law of the last session authorized the em- 
ployment of a secretary, and reserved to Congress 
the nower of fixing the compensation, and this 
amount the census board recommend to be paid ‘0 
their secretary. e 


The amendment was agreed to. 


On the motion of Mr. DAVIS the first section 
also was amended so as to omit from the censis 
“the statistics of other productive industry wheré 
‘the annual product of the establishment 's not 
‘equal to $500.” In the bill, as originally craw? 
the sum was $600. : 

Mr. DAWSON. I suppose it will now be : 
order to propose a substitute for the bill. I wi 
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nerefore move to strike out all after the enacti 
calle and insert what [ send to the Chair; and 
“ll ask that the subject be postponed until some 
a that may be designated by the chairman of 
r committee, and in the mean time that the sub- 
tute which | have offered be printed. 
Me. VIS, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
honorable Senator will assign some reason for the 
course which he proposes to take. — ; 
Mr. DAWSON explained that it was a bill 
which met the approbation of the census board, 
and which had been prepared by the secretary of 
the board. 

— paternity of the substitute of Mr. Dawson 
was discussed at some length by Messrs. DAW- 
SON, DAVIS of Massachusetts, and BUTLER. 
* The question was then put on the printing of 
the substitute to the bill submitted by Mr. Daw- 
sox, which was ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 1 am not sat- 
isfed that the subject should go out on the remarks 
of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] He 
read the report of the census board to prove, as I 
understood him, that the tables printed by the 
voard were made up and prepared on the Ist day 
of December. The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky has already answered that, by saying that 
this very table which they send here contains much 
of the work of the committee, and therefore it is 
impossible, as the committee was not appointed 
until long after the 1st of December, that the tables 
could have been made up and completed at that 
time. Now, sir, the Senator from Kentucky can, 
orl think I can, put our fingers on portions of 
the tables that lie before me, that were among the 
last work done by the committee in their room, and 
that would seem to prove that, up to the time when 
the committee made their report, they had no rea- 
son to believe that any tables had been made up 
by the census board. There were none made up 
and completed, and I never supposed the board 
wished to be so understood. “This table contains 
evidence and proofs of the fact on the face of it. 
Now, | wish that to go out with the statement of 
the Senator from Georgia, and I wish also that it 
may be understood that the tables which were laid 
before the committee by the secretary of the cen- 
sus board, are disclaimed by the census board. 
AsI stated on a former occasion, they say that 
these tables are not their tables. If proof of that 
is wanted, I can put my finger on a table that has 
undergone an entire change. I did not intend to 
be forced into debate on this subject till we reached 
the appropriate point, but the motion to strike out 
has led to it from necessity. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
postponed till Tuesday next. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 18, 1850. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON. of Pennsylvania, called for 
the regular order of the day. 

[The regular order of the day was the call of 
the States for resolutions. } 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BOYD rose for the purpose, he said, of 


appealing to the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
Tuomas} to withdraw his motion, to enable him 
(Mr. B.) to present the California papers to which 
he had afew days ago called the attention of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee withdraw his motion ? 

Mr. BOYD urgently appealed to the gentleman 
to do so. 

Mr. THOMAS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. KAUFMAN aaid, that if the House pro- 
ceeded to the regular order of business, (which 
was the call of the States for resolutions,) the 
gentleman’s State would be called in a short time, 
and he might then present the papers. 

Mr. BOYD said, that the probability was, that 
the House would go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. If the House should 
do so, the resolutions could not be presented. If, 
on the other hand, the House should go to the re- 
gular order of business, which was the call of the 
States for resolutions, there was a chance that his 





State might not be reached; and thus all opportu- 
nity of presenting the papers would be cut off. 
He hoped no objection would be made. The 
papers consisted, as he had stated the other day, 
of the memorial of the delegates, together with 
the credentials of the members elect to this House, 
and the constitution of California. His object 
was that the pa 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


papers, by general consent, will be received, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


received, 
rising and objecting. 
too late; and asked for the decision of the Speaker. 


pers had been received, laid upon the table, and | 
ordered to be printed, by unanimous consent. 


and the SPEAKER, which, however, did not lead | 
to any action. 


and ordered to be printed. 


House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. 


effort to obtain the withdrawal of the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ‘Tuomas,] for 
the purpose of enabling him (Mr. K.) to have the | 
concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, on the subject of slavery, | 
heretofore presented by him, ordered to be printed. 


and Mr. Kine expressed himself willing to move | 
the previous 


Mr. Tuomas, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; | 


and being taken, the affirmative vote stood, ayes | 
75. 


pointed, (Messrs. Waxtace, of South Carolina, 
and Gort; of New York.) 


ayes 86, noes 57. 


rs should be received, laid on 


The SPEAKER. [If there is no objection, the 


The papers were sent to the Clerk’s table as 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, at the same time 


Mr. BOYD submitted that the objection came 


The SPEAKER gave his opinion, that the pa- | 
Some conversation followed between Mr. BOYD | 


So the papers were presented, laid on the table, | 


Mr. THOMAS renewed his motion that the 


THE NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. PRESTON KING made an ineffectual | 


These resolutions had been laid over for debate, 


uestion. 
Mr. THOMAS did not withdraw the motion. 


CALIFORNIA 
The question then recurred on the motion of | 


Mr. GOTT called for tellers, who were ap- 


The vote was again taken and declared to be, 


Mr. PUTNAM asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

So the motion having been decided in the affirm- 
ative, the House resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole‘on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp 
in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the business be- 
fore the committee to be the special message of the 
President of the United States transmitting the 
constitution of California, and of the bill, hereto- 
fore reported by Mr. Dory, providing for the ad- | 
mission of the State of California into the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was entitled to the floor, and 
took it. 


| 
} 





THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. WILLIAMS yielded the floor, for the mo- 
ment, to 
Mr. BAYLY, who gave notice that he would | 
to-morrow move that the House resolve itself into | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of considering the bill heretofore 
reported by him from the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, entitled, ‘* A bill to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the fis- 

cal year, ending the 30th June, 1850.” 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. WILLIAMS then resumed the floor, and | 
addressed the committee, in remarks which will 
be — in the Appendix. 

[The committee rose informally, and the Speaker 
resumed the chair, for the purpose of receiving a 
message from the Senate, by A. Dickens, Esq., | 
oe informing the House that the Senate | 

a 
nt of the army of the United States.) | 

r. CASEY addressed the committee upon the | 
uestions of the admission of California as a. 
te, and of the policy of the Government in re- 
rd to the territories. He advocated the admis- | 





ed a bill to increase the commissariat | 
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|| suffrages upon him, to preside in this Hall. 


|| that had it been necessar 


maintained the power of Congress 
slavery from the territories of the United States, 
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to exclude 





but opposed the exercise of that power, holding 
that the settlement of that question should be left 
to the decision of the people of the territories in 
the exercise of their inherent powers of self-gov- 
ernment; and that, at the proper time, upon their 
applying for admission into the Union, they should 
be received as States, without reference to the pro- 
visions, respecting slavery, contained in their con- 
slitutions. 

Mr. GIDDINGS next obtained the floor. 

He said, before entering upon the subject under 
consideration, he would occupy a few moments in 
reply to the gentleman from Maasachusetis, [Mr. 
Winturop.} That gentleman had assailed him 
personally, in his speech, and left the city the next 
morning. After two weeks’ absence, he returned, 
and Mr. G. had been striving for the floor since 
that period. 

He need not remind the House, that at the open- 
ing of the present session, he, ia common with 
other gentlemen from the free States, had regarded 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Win- 
THROP,] as not entitled to his support for the office 
of Speaker. He had, on the 27th December, felt 
constrained to state his own reasons for such re- 
fusal. The gentleman took two months to elabor- 
ate a reply, and had lately stood forth before the 


'| nation in the character of accuser and denunciator 


of those who had felt unwilling to bestow their 
The 
position was certainly novel, and he thought rather 
an unenviable one. Two months’ consideration 
seemed to have led him to the conclusion that it 
would be unsafe to deny any allegation advanced 
against him. He had failed to point out a single 
error, or to take issue on a single point, objected 
to by him. By his refusal to answer, he had, im the 


|| language of the law, admitted the objections made 


by Mr. G. and others, who opposed his election. 
He did not deny that in the last Congress he so 
arranged the Committees on the District of Co- 
lumbia and the Judiciary, as to suppress the right 
of petition and to protect the slave-trade in the 
District of Columbia and upon our southern coast, 
Involved in this violation of the Constitution, and 
thus responsible for the crimes attendant upon 
this slave-trade, he stands forth before the House 
and the country, insisting that friends of freedom, 
lovers of humanity in this body, ought to have sus- 
tained him for Speaker. He not only admits his 
want of devotion to the Wilmot proviso but at- 
tempted to justify his opposition, and said distinctly, 
to defeat the resolution 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] on that 
subject, he would have voted againstit. He has 
thus vindicated those who voted against him more 


|| perfectly than they could have done it themselves. 


Leaving the transactions of the present Congress, 
however, he had gone back and arraigned Mr. G. 
for refusing to vote for him two years aince. Mr. 
G. recognized no right in that gentleman to contral 
his vote or to claim his support. ‘To his own 
master each must stand or fall.’’ As stated ona 
former occasion, he (Mr. G.) had published a vin- 
dication of his vote in 1848. He had then stated 
to the public, that the gentleman (Mr. Winturop} 
had, on the morning of the passage of the bill de- 
claring waragainst Mexico, in a meeting of Whigs, 
urged them to vote for the war; that he had also 
urged his colleagues in the hall, during the pen- 
dency of the bill, to vote for it; and to crown all, 
he had placed his own vote on record in favor of 
that war. As stated in his remarks, on a former 
day, it was that gentleman’s support of the war, 
which constituted the gist of his objections; that 
he lent his influence for it. In asubsequent part of 
that address he had said : 

“The Speaker forms the entire character of the 
‘committees. He moulds them as he pleases. 
‘ They speak his views. Their acts will declare to 
* the world the principles which guided their formation. 
* Will those committees, constituted by a son of 
* New England, report in favor of granting men 
‘and money to continue the work of rapine and 
‘slaughter in Mexico? Will they stifle the voice 
‘ of humanity, and suffer the slave-trade in this city 
‘to continue unrebuked? Shall the voice of philan- 
‘ throphy, as it comes from old Massachusetts, in the 
* form of petitions, be entombed by a committee, formed, 
‘constituted and arranged for that purpose? I 
* believed that such would be the case if Mr. any, 

f 


sion of California, with her present constitution, || ‘ were elected, and I therefore voted against him. 
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* sion of Congress, [ will make my error so palpa- 
‘bly manifest that the people will fully understand 
*it. On the other hand, if [have judged correct- 
‘ly—if | have founded my action upon the prin- 
‘ciples of unerring truth—my vindication is in | 
‘no degree doubtful.” 
What was then prophecy, had now become his- 
tory. Did he not foretell the gentleman’s course 
with as much accuracy as his biographer will | 
hereafier record it?) Was not the slave-trade pro- 
tected ?—the voice of northern philanthropy en- 
tombed ?—the work of rapine and slaughter in 
Mexico hurried on? Did he not know the man ?— 
did he not comprehend every trait of his political 
character? It was due to himself, before he went 
further, to quote a paragraph, showing the feelings 


of kindness which he then and still entertained for || 


Mr. W. He read as follows: 

** [| would not be understood as saying anything 
* derogatory to Mr. Winrnrop’s personal charac- 
‘ter. T'o me, and so far as I know, to all others, 
‘he has shown himself kind and courteous. My 
* objections were solely to his political views and official | 
‘acts. Nor would I have spoken of them, if duty to 


* myself had not compelled me to it.”” || 
What he had then said, he now repeated. Ifhe | 


knew his own heart, he felt no personal unkind- 
ness. The feelings which the gentleman had 





* I have misjudged the history of the present ses- | 


ee 











to his vote in favor of the war would not satisfy 
the public, for the reason that Messrs. Vinton and 
Corwin, and other gentlemen, voted for the bill, 
as wellas himself; but he must have known that 
such fact would notexcuse him. He must answer 
for his own acts, and other gentlemen for theirs. 


|| Neither of those gentlemen asked for Mr. G.’s 


vote to the office of Speaker during the war. Had 


| they have done so, and he believed they would 


exert their official power to continue the devasta- 
tion of Mexico, he certainly would not have voted 


\for them. The extracts which he proposed to 
| read would show that the gist of Mr. G.’s ob- 


| jection was Mr. W.’s support of the war. His | 


| vote constituted the most conclusive proof of such 


|| support; but he attempted to escape from this 


| point, and to draw off public attention to another, 


by saying that Mr. G. knew his vote was insuffi- 
cient to justify the opposition to his election, and 
that Mr. G. therefore attempted to prove him 


| ‘Saccessory before the fact,” and of having ‘* made an 


| 
| 
' 


j 


manifested toward him, excited his pity, but not || 


his hatred—and he would not have referred to this 
matter, did he not owe that duty to himself and | 
his friends. 

But more fully to show that the gist of Mr. G.’s 
objections was the gentleman’s support of the war, | 
and not as he now insists, that he was “ accessory 


“ Would I not, by supporting him, have approved | 


| fore accessory to its passage. It therefore became | 


appeal to the Whigs to vote for the bill.’’ This, then, 


| is the burden of his complaint. He denies that || 


he was accessory before the fact, and that he 
** appealed to Whigs to vote for the bill.” 

Every man understands that an accessory is one 
who advices, counsels, aids, or commands the 


commission of any crime or act. The gentleman | 


denies that he advised or counselled others to vote 
for the bill before its passage, and was not there- 


Mr. G.’s duty to show to the House, and to the 
country, that he did counsel and advise other 
Whigs to vote for the bill—that he was accessory 
before the fact. For this purpose, he would read 


the statement of the Hon. Columbus Delano to 
before the fact,’?’ Mr. G. again quoted as follows: | 


* his course on the subject of the war? Would I |) 


* not, by voting for him, tacitly have said to the 

* world, that his policy was right, and his course | 
*meritorious? [ may be in error, but I feel that 
*T should have lent my sanction to a continuance 
* of this war, by voting for him, while | was con- 


‘in favor of continuing the work of bloodshed in | 
*Mexico, That I could not do. The blood of those 


- who shalt hereafter perish in this unholy crusade || Winturop stopped in the aisle opposite our seat, and a 
against the rights of man, shall never stain my gar- || conversation ensued, in which Mr. W. urged the necessity of 


“ments. No part of the moral guilt of this war shall 
* rest upon my constituents, by any act of their present 
* Representative.”” 

The remarks which he (Mr. G.) made in rela- 
tion to the war, had application only to those who, | 
like the gentleman from Massachusetts and him- 


eelf, regarded it piralical and murderous. They | 


did not apply to those who deemed it just and 
necessary. ‘'hey could consistently vote for, and 
support it—indeed, believing it just and righteous, 
they were bound to do so. 

In answer to this addreas, the editor of the Bos- 
ton Zilas, the friend ot the gentleman, (Mr. W.,] 


this point: 
February 2d, 1848. 
Sin: I was atthe meeting of a part of the Whig mem- 


| bers of Congress on the morning of the day that the House 


| ent calamitous position. I tried .t the meeting to induce | 
|| the Whigs to take stand against a declaration of war, and 
|| to vote for recalling the army to the Nueces. I cannot say 


passed the bill « hich has brought the country into its pres- 


that I saw Mr. WintHrop at the meeting. I have an im- 


‘scious that his official influence would be lent | Bugaston that he wae there ; bet 1 san Soo Sncertets 20, Heand 


me in saying that he was present. Just before the bill above 


| alluded to was put upon its passage, I saw Mr. WinTuRop go 
to the seats of several of the Massachusetts members. Mr. Hup- 


sON sat by me, and Mr. Marsu of Vermont before us. Mr. 


voting for the bill. I did not participate in the conversation, 


because I felt that my opinion could not, and ought not, to 


| have influence with either of the distinguished gentlemen who 


were holdins the conversation. I very well remember, how- 


ever, that Mr. W. used arguments in favor of voting for | 


the bill, and I am quite certain he alluded to the fute of those 


| who opposed the war of 1812, as a reason for his then opinions. 


professing to speak for him, and by his authority, || 
and to whom the letters appended to the gentle- |! 


man’s speech were addressed, denied— 


or that the gentleman made such remarks any- 
ewhere. 

Qu. The editor, speaking of his urging his col- 
leagues to vote for the war, said, ‘* We deny the 
‘charge. Mr. Wintrnrop denies the charge. His 
‘COLLEAGUES, EVERY MAN OF THEM, DENY THE | 
‘cuance. Mr. Winrurop never did anything of 
* the kind.” 

To these denials Mr. G. had presented to the 
public certain letters corroborating his statement, 
and there thie matter rested until the present ses- | 
sion, until the gentleman in his speech, lately de- | 
livered, again assailed him. He did not, however, | 
take issue upon the prominent point set forth in | 
the printed address. He again admits, by his 
silence, the arrangement of the committees as then | 
predicted, so as to protect the slave-trade, to con- | 
tinue the war, and to suppress the right of peti- 
tion. After his election he verified all that had 
been said in that respect. He so arranged the 


I have here given the substance of all that I can remember 
in regard to your inquiries. 

Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. DELANO. 

The reasons assigned by the gentleman for thus 
plunging two nations into a war, in which it is 
supposed that eighty thousand human lives were 
sacrificed, appeared to Mr. G. very extraordinary. 
It was a most painful reflection, that any man 
should be willing to consign such a multitude of 


F : |; human beings to suffering and death, in order to 
Ist. That there was any such meeting ever held, || iH 


maintain a political party. It was this reason 
which struck Mr. G. at the time with the most 


| profound astonishment; but he had omitted to 


mention it in the address alluded to, thinking that 
others might have forgotten it, or might be un- 
willing to state it. 

Mr. G. declared, that he would have gladly been 


| spared the unpleasant task of calling public atten- 


committees as to continue the army in Mexico,and | 


rosecute the work of human butchery then going | 
orward. Thus he became accessory after the fact, 
as well as guilty of the fact itself. Nor did he | 
deny that a Whig meeting was held, nor was he | 
willing to base his charge of misrepresentation || 
upon the place in which his opinions were uttered. || 
He now insisted that Mr. G. knew his objections |) 


tion to it; but the gentleman [Mr. W.] would not 

permit him to remain silent. Mr. G. said he would 

read the letter of the Hon. A. R. Mclivaine: 
Wasninoton, February 10, 1848, 


Dear Sir: In reply to your note of this instant, in which 
you desire me to state whether there was a meeting of the 


Whig members of the House of Representatives held onthe | 


Lith of May, 1846, for the purpose of consulting upon the 
course to be pursued by them in relation to the war measure 
which it was understood would be brought before the House 
on that d:y—whether I was at such meeting, and whether 
Mr. WINTHROP was present and addressed it, and whether 
he visited his colleagues pending the bill, and urged them to 
vote for it—I have to say, there was such a meeting in the 
Capitol, on that morning. I was at it, and my impression 
is, that Mr. Winrurop was there. I cannot say whether 


| he spoke or not; several gentlemen I know did, for and 


against the proposed men and means ; but no general action 


| was agreed upon, and so we went into the House. I sat be- 


side Mr. ApaorTT, and while the bill was ling, Mr. WiN- 
THROP came to him, and held a conversation with him at his 


seal. He then went to Mr. GRINNELL, who sat near me, and building, the door of the Committee room on For- 


conversed with him. Mr. Anporr aid not vote when his name 
— called, but cn voted for the bill. He was 
embarrassed by pesition, on the same day gave 
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[| me distinctly to wnteretand, that Ke had been taftuenar ce 
; influenced 
|} co , Mr. Winer . . by hue 
rubsequen seomstons, dering cue "poke Of it, on 
I] mee 3. Ggpekbaps ee 
|| ‘Thus it would be seen, that the gen 
Winturopr] had not only urged hie colton (Me 
vote for the bill, but, he regretted to say, had naan. 
|| ly prevailed on one of them, a professor of reli a 
|| to barter his soul in all the moral guilt enema 
|| upon it. Mr. G. next read an extract of a Sian 
1 from the Hon. Luther Severance, addressed to M, 
| G., saying, “ you are unquestionably correct jn 
| saying that Mr. WintHrop edvieed his Whj 
‘ friends to vote for the bill. Not obtrusively the 
| *I know of—that is not his manner—but his a: 
|‘ timents were well known—as well, perhaps, as those 
| ‘of any other Whig member, before the question wa; 
| ‘taken. If Iam not mistaken, I heard you speak of 
| 





| 


| 





‘him, and some other members—as likely to vote in 
|| ‘way which you disapproved; but among so much 
| ‘conversation, I cannot be positive of what any 
|| © particular individual said.” 
| This gentleman might well say that * the opin. 
|| ions of the member from Massachusetts (Mr. 
|‘ Wixturor] were well known;" and that he 
| ** heard Mr. G. speak of his action at that time,” 
| Toevery gentleman with whom Mr. G, conversed, 
|| he had expressed his feelings in terms which could 
|| not be mistaken. He had heard his opinions up 
| Stairs at the meeting; he saw him there engaged in 

trying to pursuade his colleagues to involve them. 
selves in a measure destined to deiuge Mexico 
with blood, and incur a degree of moral guilt 
which no time could blot out; and memory should 
perform its office. Mr. G. could never forget 
these facts. But he would read an extract from 
the letter of the Hon. E. D. Culver, addressed to 
Mr. G., as follows: 

“In reply to your note of the 14th, which came to hand 
last evening, I would state, that I was atthe Whig caucus in 
the northeast corner of the Capitol, on the morning of the 
llth of May, 1846. The subject of our deliberations was 
| the anticipated war bill. I think Mr. Winrurop, Mr. Viv- 
| ron, Mr. Hunt, yourself and others, were present and 
| spoke. The precise sentiments advanced by Mr. Wix- 

THROP, [ cannot call to mind, but the ee general 
| scope of his remarks—was, that we (the Whigs) must not op- 
| pose the measure—that policy would require us to support 

it. I donot recollect his allusion to the Federalists, and 
he war of 1812. I think Mr. Vinron took a similar view. 
Yours was quite the reverse. .4fter we entered the hall, and 
while the ayes and noes were being called, I think some of the 
Massachusetts delegation remarked to me, that Mr. Wini 
was going for the bill, and was endeavoring to persuade others 
of the delegation todo the sume. You and I had a conversa- 
tion at your seat, arguing that nothing in caucus had trans- 
pired to change our determination to oppose the bili—thal we 
were resolved to do so, if we votedalone. In the eaucus, I 
think, the general sentiment was, that if the bill could be 
so presented as to allow us to vote for the supplies and 
succor then necessary for our army,a large majority were 
disposed to do s0; but as tothe war, the caucus decided 
upon no definite plan of action.” 
|| The events of thatday were too fresh in his own 
|, recollection to pores him to forget any of the facts 
| alluded to in the statements of those gentlemen. 
| The news of the battle of Palo Alto reached 
Wahington on Saturday evening. On Sunday the 

Committee on Military Affairs met and agreed to 
_reporta bill. On Monday morning it was said the 
|| Whigs were to meet at their usual place of assem- 
|| bling, in the room of the Committee on Foreign 
|| Affairs. He in company with others repaired to 
‘| thatroom. They found the door locked, but 4 
|| messenger informed them that several gentlemen 

had been there, and finding the door locked, had 
|| repaired to the room of the Committee on Public 
|| Lands, at the northwest corner of the building. 
|| Mr. G. and those with him went to that room, and 
| there was some ten or fifteen gentlemen assembled 
| there. They were few in numbers, and wert 
1 but a short time assembled before the House met. 
| The remarks of those who spoke were short, and 
|| he had found that few appeared to recollect all 
that passed. He had himself most zealously op- 
_ posed the war, and when he found that his polit 
| cal friends were going for it, he had-felt great 
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| mortification and surprise, and no event o his 
| whole life, not even the death of friends, had been 
‘| more strongly impressed upon his recollection. 
The gentleman had appended to his speech the 
|| statement of Mr. Hudson, setting forth that the 
| meeting which he attended was in the room 
| the “ Committee on Foreign Affairs.” 

It had been suggested that after a number of 
| Whigs had assembled in the northwest corner of the 


j 
| 
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| eign Affairs had been opened, and that Mr. Hudson 
| and the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Houston) 
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